
Rector’s Letter
I have heard rumors that there was a time at GSP when summer was all 

about cave dwelling, where the congregation followed the natural order 
of things by hibernating in a dark, cool spot during our intense summer 

weather.
Those days are long, long gone. Summer is definitely a time for all of us 

here to relax and kick back a bit from the constant energy and pace of the 
rest of the year. Our liturgies symbolize this change, as they purposefully 
lead us into a smoother, softer pattern. Their relaxed rhythms are meant to 
help us relax, and enjoy what summer itself represents, what lyricist Charles 
Tobias called the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. Relaxation however, does 
not mean hiding away. It’s that our 
emphasis changes to coming together 
in more informal ways. We are a church 
of joy all year of course, but in the 
summer we purposely concentrate on 
our desire to celebrate the joys of this 
life that God has given us.

This year we get to celebrate that 
joy in a number of ways. First up is on June 7, when our two candidates will 

be ordained as Deacons. Linda Hutson and Chris Ledyard have spent 
the last three years discerning, preparing, studying and forming 
themselves to become servant leaders in the church. An ordination 
service is one of the most joyful events in the life of the church and 
Chris and Linda are ready to celebrate with their joy with all of you. 
The service will be at the Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix and all of you 
are cordially invited to join with them on that festive day. The very 
next day is Pentecost, the church’s birthday and our biggest liturgical 
party of the year. Don’t miss that blowout celebration. In July is our 
big summer arts camp for kids. It is one of the most fun weeks of the 
year for all of us, with children running everywhere on campus and 
having the time of their lives. Our camps have made huge differences 
in the lives of many children here for the last few years and are so 
exciting and meaningful that participants talk about them the whole 
year. But it may be even more fun for the adults who get to take part.

Another recently started summer tradition at GSP is our Summer 
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On Aug. 16, two of our newest parishioners, Brenda Six and Michael Salzer will be married. 
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August 2014 issue will 
be Tuesday, July 15.

Sunday Sundae event. One Sunday after 
church, your Vestry dishes up and serves 
bountiful ice cream sundaes to the whole 
congregation. It ranks right up there with the 
most fun celebrations of the year. The date for 
this year’s event was not set at press time, so be 
on the lookout for it in the next few weeks.

This year your Rector also has the great joy 
of presiding at four weddings, one in June, two 
in July, and one more in August. Two of those 
are here at GSP and one of them celebrates 
what has been happening at this church over 
the last couple years. On Aug. 16, two of our 
newest parishioners, Brenda Six and Michael 
Salzer will be married. They are symbols of the 
new GSP in many ways. A couple years ago, 
Michael and Brenda visited this parish, coming 
from the most diverse religious backgrounds 
possible. One was fundamentalist Baptist, 
the other an agnostic. Both are young, very 
intelligent, in fact, brilliant thinkers. They 

came here under intense pressures from 
family and from the world. They were both 
looking for faith in very different ways and 
they both found it here. GSP allowed them to 
discover that what they had come to believe as 
individuals was not crazy at all. Their love for 
God and for each other grew in this place and 
they discovered a faith that they could not have 
imagined previously. I could tell you another 
dozen stories of folks at GSP that mirrors 
Brenda and Michael’s experience. It is the story 
of not just them, but of GSP and what happens 
to people here. 

Michael was baptized at the Easter Vigil and 
Brenda and he were officially Received into 
the parish at the Bishop’s visit on May 4. Next, 
they will be married here. Let us all celebrate 
all summer Brenda and Michael and all those 
they represent here. Let us celebrate our lives 
together and the joy of having God in the midst 
of everything we do. God is present here!

Steve+ 
May 2014

A letter to the GSP community:

I write to say thank you to Fr. Steve and the 
Grace St. Paul’s community for what you 
have done for my family. My thanks go to all 

of you for your help with prayers, money, and 
transportation. I am also grateful for your help 
in referring Agok to a better health facility and 
for your financial help with my family and John’s 
siblings in Africa.

Because of your generous help my family is 
now in a refugee camp. There are mosquitoes and 
rashes to deal with but they are in a much safer 
place than they were and all of us are grateful for 
your help in making the move possible.

I will sing two songs in Dinka this Sunday 
to express my happiness and to thank God for 
protecting and guiding me. I have faced a lot of 
hardship since leaving my country at age two 
and spending most of my life in a refugee camp. 
I am in Tucson in a loving community because 
of God’s grace and your help. I am proud to be a 
member of GSP; I always feel at home when we 
pray together.

May God bless you all. With thanks,
Daruka Ajang

At the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, April 27 (photo above), 
the congregation was blessed with a beautiful set of Dinka 
anthems sung by parishioner Daruka Ajang, in thanks for the 
safe passage of her family, from South Sudan to a refugee 
camp in Uganda ,earlier in April. As another gesture of 
gratitude and thanksgiving for her family’s escape from South 
Sudan, Daruka presented to Bishop & Mrs. Smith a set of 
sheets and pillowcases that she hand-embroidered (photo 
top right). On Palm Sunday (photo right), Fr. Steve announced 
(to thundering applause!) that efforts to raise funds for 
Daruka's family to cross the Nile from Sudan into Uganda were 
successful. Daruka and her family (photo below) are active 
members of GSP.
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This month, we get to celebrate two major 
feast days of the church, Pentecost and 
Trinity Sunday, back to back. Pentecost 

commemorates the time when the Christian 
community first comes to the realization that 
they have simultaneously come to faith. It 
occurs when Jesus’ followers have come out of 
hiding after his death. They “come out,” so to 
speak, for the Jewish feast of Shavuot, or the 
Feast of the Weeks, the holiday celebrating the 
harvest season in Israel. Shavuot, which means 
“weeks,” refers to the timing of the festival 
which is held exactly 7 weeks after Passover. I 
personally imagine Pentecost as that moment 
during Shavuot when the disciples and others 
who experienced Jesus begin speaking with one 
another and realize they are all feeling the same 
thing, that somehow Christ remains with them, 
even though Jesus has died.

That event is described metaphorically as 
the moment when the Holy Spirit descends 
upon the disciples in the form of wind and 
a flame, fifty days after the Resurrection. 
Pentecost is Greek for “the fiftieth.” We often 
call Pentecost the birthday of the church, 
because we understand it as the moment when 
Christianity is born.

One of the great descriptions of what 
happens at Pentecost is “speaking in tongues.” 
We hear of people talking to one another 
in their own languages about what they 

have experienced, and somehow everyone 
understanding the other completely. This has 
led to some interesting faith interpretations, 
where people have experiences of the 
Holy Spirit and speak in a language not 
understandable to them or others. But I believe 
the basis of the Pentecost language story is 
actually found in the Genesis story of the 
Tower of Babel. In that tale, as you recall, the 
people of the earth spoke a common language 
but suddenly were broken into different 
linguistic groups because of their arrogant 
attempt to build a tower to access God. It’s 
where we get the word “babble.” Pentecost 
appears to be the opposite of Babel. Suddenly, 
everyone understands each other as they come 
together in experiencing the Holy Spirit in 
their lives.

Trinity Sunday is the week after Pentecost. 
It is noteworthy because it is the only feast 
day that commemorates a church teaching as 
opposed to an event. The back-to-back feast 
days of Pentecost and Trinity Sunday are always 
a favorite for Altar Guilds. That’s because 
they get to change the liturgical colors every 
week for four straight weeks. The end of the 
Easter season—white, Pentecost—red, Trinity 
Sunday—white, and the beginning of the 
Pentecost season—green. Celebrate two major 
feast days, enjoy the constant color change and 
thank your altar guild!

Liturgy 
Discussion:
Pentecost 
& Trinity 
Sundays
By The Rev. Steve 
Keplinger

First-Friday Play Reading

If you love the theatre, the First Friday 
monthly Play Reading experience is for 
you! For June the Grace St. 

Paul’s Spirit Players will once 
again feature an original play 
by a Tucson playwright. Gavin 
Kayner is an award-winning 
playwright and published poet 
whose work has been produced 
locally, across the country, and in 
Great Britain. A member of The Dramatists 
Guild, he was a finalist for the National Arts 
Club Award and has also received a Fulbright 
Grant. 

His play, Teddy Bear Rain, is a political 
drama involving a soldier accused of treason 

in Belarus. Espionage and affairs of the heart 
combine within the context of a country on 
the verge of revolution. Mr. Kayner will be 
with us for this evening and after the reading 

will lead a question and answer 
session about his work. 

Join us as a reader or an 
observer as we give voice to this 
intriguing drama on Friday, June 
6, at 6:30 p.m., in the Bloom 
Room in the lower level (aka 
“undercroft”) of the church. As 

always, this unrehearsed reading is free and 
open to everyone.  

Coordinated by Nanalee Raphael and 
Halsy Taylor, career professionals in theatre 
design, direction, and performance who love 
to introduce others to a variety of scripts.
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Notes 
from the  

Choir 
Stalls
By Christina Jarvis, 

Director of Music

Liturgy & Music

Continued on Page 5

Pentecost is late this year—June 8. The 
choir usually goes on hiatus around 
the third week in May. By the time 

you read this, our winter visitors will be 
gone. Choir members are noting family 
milestones—Wendy’s daughter, Lu Pipentacos, 
has graduated from high school. Spencer’s 
son, Wesley Hunter, is completing his student 
teaching and preparing to find a job teaching 

music in the schools. Good luck with that, 
kid.

On June 1, we send out youth pilgrims 
off to Taizé and Canterbury. It also 
happens to be the Sunday after Ascension. 
We’re singing a pair of anthems from the 
choral library (i.e., covered with dust): 
“Praise God in His Holiness” (Geoffrey 
Shaw) and “I Will Not Leave You 
Comfortless” (Everett Titcomb). Titcomb 
was organist and choir director at Church 

of St. John the Evangelist in Boston for 50 
years. He was extremely interested in Catholic 
plainsong and in early music in general. The 
bass melody in this piece is from the chant Veni 
Creator Spiritus. These anthems may be dust-
covered, but there’s nothing wrong with a little 
timeless Anglican beauty.

For Pentecost itself, we will sing an 
arrangement of “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 
by William L. Dawson and an arrangement 
by K. Lee Scott of another chant, Adoro te 
devote. We thank the choir as they depart from 
the chancel and join the congregation for the 
summer. They will return on September 7, the 
first Sunday after Labor Day.

Through the summer, anthems will 
continue to be provided by a mix of the 
obligated and the volunteer. We have a 
play-to-pay program in place (how’s that 
for alliteration) in which groups using the 
sanctuary for concerts provide music for 
the 10:00 service. This summer, The Sons of 
Orpheus and the Kingfisher Quartet are among 
that number. Volunteers from the parish are 
also signing up, including Bruce Anderson, 
Brianna Devereaux, Wesley Hunter, James 
Neeley, Barbara Pritchard, Tom Ruhoff, Ann 
Stephens and others. My brother, Mark Jarvis, 
will be scheduled for a Sunday.

Then comes the season of preparing the 
choral soil for new growth. I’d like to attend a 
conducting workshop in mid-July to brush up 
my skills and get fresh ideas. As ever, the choir 
room can stand to be groomed. We learned 
at the Spring Forum that a building and 
grounds consultant will do a thorough audit 
of all the space in the church, and I thought, 
“Well, good luck getting in the choir room 
door for the clutter.” This shall be ameliorated. 
I’m also looking forward to spending more 
time in coffee hour this summer to chat with 
parishioners about the music program. If you 
don’t see me, though, and want to weigh in, you 
may always contact me at clj@delegation.org.

Feedback and ideas from keen and 
interested people are the heft of the Holy Spirit. 
I’ve just been listening to a haunting Icelandic 
hymn sent to me by Brianna Devereux—Heyr 
Himnasmiður (Listen, Smith of the Heavens)—
and I’m trying to figure out how we can do 
it. YouTube is our friend. There is so much 
amazing creativity out there. If so inclined, 
have a listen: youtu.be/GnKIgccY09Q. You 
can find another version sung by an Icelandic 
ensemble in a German train station: youtu.be/
e4dT8FJ2GE0. Gorgeous. Thank you, Brianna, 
for sharing it.

It’s now time to thank our choirs this 
season. The number in parentheses indicates 
how many years they have sung:

St. Cecilia’s Choir: Marissa Bury (2), Diing 
Garang (2), Achol Magot (4), Fiona Fischer (6), 
Alyissa Holmes (6), Olivia Lara (6), Angelina 
Wang (6), Skylar Lipp (1), Eva Mae Ross (1). 

St. Zeno’s Zombie Choir: Ari Dettman (3), 
Minda Dettman (3), Noah Dettman (3), Apiew 
Garang (1), Andrew Gooden (3), Maddie 
Knutson (3), Sarah Lipp (3), Michael Sugimoto 
(3), Rachel Whitaker (1).

Adult Choir: Bruce Anderson (18), Steve 
Black (2), James Callegary (1), Phyllis Cameron 
(8), Richard Cameron (8), Walter Collins (4), 
Brianna Devereux (1), Laura Worcester (8), 
Henry Dirtadian (30), Allison Dumka (1), Liz 
Durham (7), Michael Gibson (1), Elizabeth 
Gooden (7), Tom Ham (11), Rick Hanson 
(14), Joyce Henderson (4), Miriam Huber 
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(15), Spencer Hunter (37), Dick Jenrow (13), 
Cricket Kelbaugh (6), Dick Kelbaugh (6), Jill 
McCollum (1), Karen McVean (12), Wendy 
Pipentacos (14), Barbara Pritchard (3), Barbara 
Reynolds (4), Sam Reynolds (5), Tom Ruhoff 
(23), Ann Stephens (7), Richard Rhoads (5), 
Angel Wang (4), Pete Weiblen (12), Winifred 
Williams (8), and Cathy Wolfson (41). 

We were also joined by Franne Jung and Ival 
Salyer for a short time. Franne is engaged in 
other ministry. Ival was recruited by the mighty 
Ann Stephens from the Masterworks Chorale 
bass section after their final concert—he is 
returning home in June after his sabbatical. We 
are grateful to all, no matter how long or short 
their stay with us in the choir stalls!

Special thanks as always to Ann Stephens, 
the choral librarian, whose cheerful presence 
makes glad the dusty choir office. That’s a 
metaphor, by the way—I’m not suggesting it’s 
filthy, James (the sexton, to the uninitiated). 
She is beyond compare in organizational skills, 
and she’s a great evangelist.

Thanks to our vocal soloists: Daruka 
Ajang, James Callegary, Minda Dettman, 
Brianna Devereux, Allison Dumka, Michael 
Gibson, Elizabeth Gooden, Maddie Knutson, 
Brigette McIntyre, Wendy Pipentacos, Barbara 
Pritchard, Richard Rhoads, Spencer Hunter, 
Winifred Williams, and Cathy Wolfson. 

Thanks to our instrumentalists: Adam 
Ackerman, trumpet; Bruce Anderson, cello; 
Brianna Devereaux, guitar; Barbara Else, flute, 
Apieu Garang, percussion; Elizabeth Gooden, 
flute; Rick Hanson, percussion; Wesley Hunter, 
viola; and Maddie Knutson, piano. 

If I have forgotten anyone, please forgive 
me!

We also thank our choir composers. In 
addition to the work of Winifred Williams, we 
will introduce a piece by Michael Gibson next 
season. We are truly blessed in many ways at 
Grace St. Paul’s.

A thousand thanks to my colleagues on the 
music team—Jane Click, pianist and assistant 
for the St. Cecilia’s Choir; and Dr. Pamela 
Decker, organist. Their skill and creativity give 
life to all music alive in this parish.

Finally, thanks to Fr. Steve Keplinger for 
his support of the music program and for his 
suggestions about how to make the music of 
our parish reflect the dynamic and progressive 
values we embrace. The hymns will get a good, 
hard review. 

May you all have a creatively slothful 
summer, preparing your own soil for whatever 
adventures the new season of your lives will 
bring. Cherish these days, even the hottest—
they are God’s as well as our own.

Peace,

Christina
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Children & Youth
Summer Arts Camp 
runs Monday, July 
7, through Friday, 
July 11, from 9 a.m. - 
1 p.m. each day.

As the start of camp 
is close to St. Juan’s 

Day—the traditional start 
of the monsoon season for 
the native people in the 
Tucson area—this year’s 
camp will have water 
as its theme. The Desert 
Museum will participate 
and show how desert 
animals & plants live with 
little water. Activities will 
include painting with 
water colors, learning 
about baptism and playing 
water games.

The cost is $65, which 
includes snacks and lunch; 
scholarships are available. 
To register or to inquire 
about scholarships, please 
contact Rosalind Garcia 
at 327-6857. Registration 
deadline is Monday, June 
30.

GSP Celebrates 
Earth Day in Style
On April 22, GSP celebrated Earth Day with a Food Truck 
round up, lively Celtic music by the "Out of Kilters," 
environmental activities for kids of all ages, and of 
course, the Blessing of the Solar Panels. Good times!
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Parish Life
Community Day Spa
By Eric Carr

Grace St.Paul’s partnered with 
The Aveda Institute of Tucson 
to host a unique Maundy 

Thursday Community Spa Day, 
offering free professional spa services 
to the community. Special invitations 
went to local women’s shelters and 
food pantries and included our own 
food and social services ministries.

The idea started three years ago 
when our Film & Fellowship ministry 
screened a documentary featuring 
a Skid Row mission that hosted 
manicures for poor moms on Mother’s 
Day. Kitt Cordero and Eric Carr, co-
chairs of the ministry, thought an all-
inclusive spa day would be a creative 
way to take the foot washing of 
Maundy Thursday to the homeless and 
victims of domestic violence, so they 
asked parishioner Janet Roths, a retired 
stylist, to help organize an event. After 
a successful small-scale trial last year, 
Eric contacted Aveda to see if they 
would like to join us this year.

The Aveda Institute sent five 
stylists, plus we had several stylists 
from our own congregation, offering 
everything from manicures and 

haircuts to 
massages 
and complete 
makeovers. 
We also has 
showers 
available with 
a fully stocked 
“toiletry bar,” 
with a huge 
selection 
toiletries, new 
socks, shaving 
kits, and other 
goodies. To 
really pamper 
our guests, we 
also had an 
assortment of 

teas, cookies, chocolates, citrus-infused 
spa water, and other delights.

Volunteers arrived before daybreak 
to transform the Fellowship Hall into 
a healing sanctuary with rugs, draped 
fabrics, art, soft lighting, soothing 
music, lots of candles, and a gurgling 
fountain. Guests started showing up 
an hour before it started, so Jacquie 
Rinder from the Aveda Institute 
coordinated all of the stylists and made 
sure everyone had an opportunity 
to get all the services they wanted. 
Meanwhile volunteers made sure 
everyone outside had drinks and 
snacks while they waited.

Once we opened the doors we 
had a quick introduction and prayer. 
Immediately the chairs filled up for the 
spa services, while those who waited 
were treated to foot stations where 
guest got to soak their feet in special 
cleansing salts before receiving a long 
reflexology foot massage.

Far more people came to the 
event than we had anticipated. Each 
stylist saw guests back-to-back, and 
eventually we had to stop adding 
names to the list. By the end of the day 
we had provided professional services 
such as haircuts and manicures to 
86 people, and had given foot baths 
and reflexology massages to dozens 
more. We stayed longer than we had 
advertised so we could accommodate 
all who came.

Many of the people had never had a 
spa treatment before and were thrilled 
to be experiencing their first day of 
pampering at a church! We heard from 
dozens of people about what a great 
experience it was, and how much it 
meant for them. In fact The Aveda 
Institute has already committed to 
partner with us again in future events, 
bringing more stylists next time. 
Ultimately, both volunteers and guest 
talked about how it was a meaningful 
or even life-changing experience. We 
are already planning a similar event for 
the fall!

Anne Skubis, Marketing Director and Stylist for The Aveda 
Institute of Tucson, did complete makeovers for our guests 
and brought a joyful spirit to the day.

Parishioners Laura Angeley (below, left) and Martha Farnham 
(right) offer conversation and reflexology massages after 
guests had soaked their feet in a warm bath of therapeutic 
foot salts. 
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On Good Friday evening, we held a “Children’s Way of the Cross,” which is a 
very tactile version of the stations of the cross, and allows young people to 
move, participate in the readings, touch materials, and ask questions.

No one celebrates Easter like GSP! It was 
a magnificent day of beautiful liturgy, 
inspiring hymns (everyone participates in 
Hymn 335 “I am the Bread of Life”), totally 
inspiring sermon, and big fun afterward 
with an Easter banquet, jumping castle, 
petting zoo, and craft tables! And of 
course, Easter just isn’t Easter at GSP 
without Easter bonnets!

The Great Easter Vigil, which takes 
place on the Saturday evening 
prior to Easter, is the premier 
service in the Christian tradition. 
We began on the labyrinth at dusk, 
and in the in the darkness of the 
world, Fr. Steve lit a primordial fire. 
Once in the church, GSP children 
and youth participated in a 
reenactment of our Creation story, 
and stories of who we are, and we 
worked our way through salvation 
history, suddenly bursting into the 
grandeur and wonder of Easter. 
In addition to the fire and some 
beautiful narration, we had seven 
(count ’em SEVEN!!!) baptisms!Holy Week at GSP

More than 120 people gathered for our 
traditional evening foot-washing service on 
Maundy Thursday.
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Parish Life
From The 
Senior Warden
Four Foundations
By Roger Pierce, Senior Warden

This is the year of living into our 
identity as a people of God.  
This is the year of moving that 

identity from a series of words on a 
page to an integrated, connected, and 
comprehensive life reality.  And what is 
that identity?

It’s found in four phrases that stand 
as the foundational supports for who 
we are and what we do.  The first line 
of our Vision & Mission statement 
says:  “Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church will be a spiritual home, open 
to all, providing food for the journey, 

and calling people to change the world.”
Everything we do in ministry, all 

the various activities, projects, liturgies 
and ministries, will come to life from 
one of those four realities.  Think what 
it means to be a Spiritual home… that 
is Open to all… that Provides food for 
the journey… and that Calls all of us to 
change the world.  This is a wonderful 
and powerful identity, one worthy of 
our deep commitment and determined 
support.

I encourage all of us to focus on 
those four foundational pillars, to 
pray for wisdom and clarity as we 
participate with God’s Spirit in filling 
them with breath and life, and to 
identify ways by which we can see 
them unfold in practical and tangible 
ministries in the Spirit of Christ.

Would You Help If You Could?

Most of us would say 
“yes” to that question, 
then we’d want to know 

what help is needed. Grace St. 
Paul’s congregation of 2090 (not a 
typo) needs your help, as does the 
community to which it will minister 
then. 

A planned gift to Grace St. Paul’s 
can take about ten different forms, 
depending on your circumstances. 
So where is the “could” and “would” 
for you? If you would take just 30 
minutes to speak confidentially 

with me, I could identify some of 
the ways a planned gift fits your 
circumstance, and refer you to the 
expert sources of information and 
counsel to make a decision. 

I invite you to be more than just 
a believer in the future of Grace St. 
Paul’s community of faith, I invite 
you to help support it financially in 
perpetuity.

—Dave Coatsworth,  
member of  Giving & Receiving 

Committee
You may contact Dave through the 

Parish Office.

Bishop Smith visited GSP on May 4. It was a festive occasion 
with a baptism, reception of individuals into the parish, 
Confirmation into the Episcopal Church, and Reaffirmations 
of Baptismal and Confirmation vows. And of course Bishop 
Smith brought out Dexter, to the delight of children and 
adults alike.

Bishop’s Visitation
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Adult Spiritual Formation
Monasteries Without Walls
Sunday, June 1, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

A fairly new development are websites that simulate 
some aspects of a monastery through an online 

community and/or church based community. Several of 
these will be explored in this class. A resource handout 
will give website information for these monasteries as 
well as other online supports for spiritual formation. 
Participants are invited to bring their own resource 
information to add to the list.

Facilitated by Lynne Albright, who lurks around a 
number of online spiritual communities.

Poetry of the Mystics
Sundays, June 8 & 22, 9 a.m., Bloom Education 

Center
“Kabir says, Student, tell me, what is God?”—from 

The Kabir Book by Robert Bly 

Let’s explore some of the poetry of the mystics, East 
and West, Christian, Hindu, Muslim. What can their 

poems give us? For each session I’ll select some poems, 
make copies, and read them out loud. We’ll go from 
there. We’ll draw from the work of John of the Cross, 
Meister Eckhart, Hafiz, Rumi, St. Teresa of Avila and 
others.

 Facilitated by Karen Hanson, a poet, writer, and 
spiritual seeker. Her qualification is her love for poetry 
and the mystics. She believes poetry has special powers—
some of it, anyway.

Robert Jonas Class
Sunday, June 15, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

We have had the great pleasure of hosting 
workshops and classes by Robert Jonas, founder of 

The Empty Bell, a sanctuary for the study and practice of 
Christian meditation and prayer, giving special attention 
to the Christian-Buddhist dialogue. The purpose 
is to learn the history and practice of the Christian 
contemplative path as it is rooted in the Hebrew and 
Christian scriptures, and to explore its common ground 
with other faiths. 

Dr. Jonas is back again with us on this date to 
present a class. The description of today’s offering is still 
to be determined. Watch for updates!

Social Media Sunday: Faith & Social Media
Sunday, June 29, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

How do our faith journeys inform our experience 
and use of social media or vice versa? What does 

personal evangelism look like on Facebook or Twitter or 
Pinterest? Are we even comfortable thinking about our 
faith and social media in the same sentence? Join us for a 
lively and thought-provoking multi-media discussion of 
these questions! Feel free to bring your laptop, notebook, 
tablet or smartphone to class!

Facilitated by Catherine Penn Williams, creator of 
GSP’s Facebook Page in 2009. She has been accused of 
using her personal Facebook page to spread the Gospel, 
and it is a charge of which she might be guilty! 

 No Classes on Sunday, July 6

Staying Positive as an Environmentalist/Activist
Sunday, July 13, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Sometimes it can feel like all the activism in the 
world isn’t making a difference, and that our 

efforts are minor compared to the vast resources of 
powerful companies exploiting our natural world.  How 
can we maintain hope and faith as activists and 
environmentalists in the face of corruption, greed, and 
destructive systems?  Find out how to stay positive even 
when the statistics are overwhelmingly negative in this 
unique class. 

Presented by Philippa Johnstone, an environmentalist, 
teacher, activist, and student visiting Tucson from 
Edinburgh, Scotland.

God in the New York Times
Sunday, July 20, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Do you ever pick up the newspaper and as you read, 
you wonder, “Where is God in what’s happening to 

the world? To us? To me?” Let’s practice finding God in 
the New York Times today. 

Facilitated by Peggy Scott, Co-Chair of Adult Spiritual 
Formation.

Exploring Today’s Lectionary
Sunday, July 27,  9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

We have had many requests to provide opportunities 
to discuss the Bible readings of the day more 

in depth in a small group. Today’s class is the first 
opportunity of this kind and will be repeated in the 
future. Come join us.

Facilitated by Margaret Moore, Co-Chair of Adult 
Spiritual Formation.

Classes & 
Courses,

June-July 
2014
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Grace St. Paul’s
E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H

Grace St. Paul’s: A Progressive Community—Loving God, Serving Others, Journeying Together

What’s Happening  
in June 2014
WEEKLY SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 8 a.m., Holy Communion
 8 a.m., Coffee & Conversation
 9:45 a.m., Child Care
 10 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Sunday School
 11:15 a.m., Coffee Hour
 11:30 a.m., Youth Groups
Mondays
 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 4 p.m., Spirit Dojo Karate
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
Tuesdays
 9 a.m., Spiritual Book Discussion
 6 p.m., Evening Prayer & 

Communion
 7 p.m., Interfaith Meditation
Wednesdays
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
Thursdays
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Spirit Now—An 

Inclusive Communion
Saturdays
 9 a.m., Altar Guild

1st 9 a.m., Monasteries without Walls
2nd 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
4th 12 p.m.,  Prayer Shawl Ministry
6th 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players Play-

Reading
8th PENTECOST SUNDAY
 9 a.m., Poetry of the Mystics
 12 p.m., Lay Minister Training
 6 p.m., SpiritSong: Worship & 

Prayer in the style of Taizé
9th 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry meeting
14th 2 p.m., Memorial Service & 

Reception for Dorothy Jackson
15th TRINITY SUNDAY
 9 a.m., Robert Jonas Class
20th 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship
22nd 9 a.m., Poetry of the Mystics
 1 p.m., Mother’s Kitchen 

(Primavera cooking team)
24th 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
27th 6:30 p.m., Film Series
29th 9 a.m., Social Media Sunday
30th 10 a.m., EfM Post-Graduate 

Forum

Looking forward to July
4th FOURTH OF JULY
 Office Closed
7th 9 a.m., Summer Arts Camp
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
8th 9 a.m., Summer Arts Camp
9th 9 a.m., Summer Arts Camp
10th 9 a.m., Summer Arts Camp
11th 9 a.m., Summer Arts Camp
 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players Play-

Reading
13th 9 a.m., Staying Positive as an 

Environmentalist/Activist
 6 p.m., SpiritSong: Worship & 

Prayer in the style of Taizé
18th 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship
20th 9 a.m., God in the New York 

Times
22nd 9 a.m., Primavera Cooks! Fourth 

Tuesday Primavera Meals Group
 1 p.m., TiHAN
 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
25th 6:30 p.m., Film Series
27th 9 a.m., Exploring Today’s 

Lectionary
 1 p.m., Mother’s Kitchen 

(Primavera cooking team)
28th 10 a.m., EfM Post-Graduate 

Forum

Looking forward to August
1st 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players Play-

Reading
4th 7 p.m., Green Church Committee


