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Rector’s Letter
At a recent Diocesan clergy gathering, the inevitable conversation came 

up again, as it seems to in every such meeting. In the new world where 
people shop for a church like they do a car or a cell phone, what do 

we have to do to win market share? Perhaps even more importantly, how do 
we reach folk who have been so burned by previous church experiences, that 
they have vowed off church forever? How do we convince people that what we 
do here has absolutely no relationship to church as they see it portrayed in the 
national media? 

I must say I find it very distasteful to refer to the great opportunity we have 
to share the Gospel and bring people to 
a deeper connection to God as “market 
share.” But that is not what bothered 
me the most about that particular 
conversation. As the discussion ensued, 
what we began talking about was how 
to make our “product” more appealing 
to the individual. How do we improve 
our “customer service,” our “curb appeal,” etc. Of course as you all know, I 
believe all those things are important. But the discussion continued to gnaw at 
me until I finally realized why I was getting so hot and bothered by it. It finally 
hit me that what we were doing was no different than what happened to the 
church in the Middle Ages. Everything suddenly became about the individual. 
What do I have to do to be in a personal relationship with God? How do I 
confess my sins properly so that I can avoid eternal perdition? Who do I need 
to pay so that they will do the proper praying for me to protect my soul? What 
do I have to do to be saved? 

The troubling part of all these conversations for me is that we are turning 
the life breath of the Gospel, the most important thing any of us will ever 
experience, into a vending machine. What do I want to experience today in 
church? What’s good for me? What will make me feel good? It’s not that we 

shouldn’t attempt to choose a religious tradition that 
is theologically sound and speaks to us. That only 

Yuccas were moved from the front of the church, to open up the view, and replanted 
at Sam Hughes Elementary School’s garden. (See “thank you” on Page 14.)
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Rector’s Letter
Continued from Page 1

Submissions  
to The Briefly

Please submit articles 
to Joyce Henderson, 
BrieflyEditor@grace-
stpauls.org. Calendar items 
go to Wendy Pipentacos 
at wendypipe@yahoo.
com. John Banks receives 
photos, charts, and 
graphics at jdbanks@
gmail.com.

The deadline for 
the September issue is 
Monday, Aug. 5.

Note: The attempt to 
find a new name for this 
publication failed in terms 
of both quantity and 
quality of submissions.  
The Editor and 
contributors believe that 
the current name could be 
considered appropriate if 
one considers the quantity 
of information being 
reported, as compared to 
the amount of activity in 
this bustling parish.

makes sense. But in the end, this is not about 
you or me. It can’t be about you or me because 
that is not Gospel. It can only be about us. For 
Jesus, individual salvation is an oxymoron. 
When we continue to focus our energies on the 
individual in our attempts to attract them to 
our position, we are playing into the same old 
heresy of the past, of it being all about me.

I think Kathleen Norris said this as well 
as anyone in her book The Cloister Walk. 
Paraphrasing her, she noted that she does not 
go to church because of how it makes her feel. 
She does not go there to be spiritually renewed, 
though it is wonderful when that happens. Her 
main reason for going to church is because that 
just may be the day when the person she sits 
next to might need her to be there. 

That beloved, is what we are all about. God 
knows there are plenty of times when each of 
us feels like sleeping in on a Sunday would be 
the perfect thing to do, when being there for 
another 7 a.m. Wednesday service is not going 
to help us a bit. But you are there because that 
is the day when your friend really needed you. 
That is the day when you encounter someone 
you never met before that needed you to lift 
them up when their pain was more than they 
thought they could bear.

Sometimes all of us wonder whether what 
we are doing is really making a difference. I 
certainly know I do. But this past week, I was 
reminded again that when we come together 
as church, when we forget about ourselves and 
gather as this small part of the Body of Christ 
for the good of the whole, magical things 
happen. I saw that happen at two of our recent 
burial services when life was renewed again 
for people suffering great loss. Then when 
I returned from vacation, there was a book 
waiting for me. It was parishioner Stu Jenks’ 
book entitled Pamela’s Baby Rocking Chair. It is 
the story in words and stunning images of the 
deaths of his sister and mother. Stu beautifully 
articulates his own experience of the wonder 
of Grace St. Paul’s and the power of coming 
together to care for another. 

If you have any doubts that your presence 
here is changing the lives of others and 
bringing them to faith, read Stu’s book or 
talk to dozens of others in this congregation. 
Thanks to all of you for seeing beyond 
yourselves to create the realm of God in our 
very midst. I am so proud to be a part of you 
and a part of the beloved community you 
create with your presence.

Steve+
A Message from the  
Rt. Rev. Kirk Stevan Smith,  
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona
Dear People of God,

I rejoice, along with our LBGT brothers 
and sisters, over the Supreme Court 
decisions this morning. Our country 

has come one step closer to realizing that 
freedom and justice are for all its citizens.

Many LBGT people I know who are my 
age have commented that they would have 
never believed that equality under the law 
would happen for them “in our lifetime.” I 
can only begin to imagine the full extent of 

their joy today.
Our country has come closer to a truth 

which has been ours as Christians from the 
beginning, that God loves everything and 
everyone God has made, and that we are 
called to reflect God’s love for us in how we 
love each other. Our country is now one step 
closer to making that possible for everyone. 
Today Love won.

Faithfully,

+Kirk
The Rt. Rev. Kirk Stevan Smith
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona

Bishop Smith’s Letter
Many of you do not 

have email or internet 
access, so we are 
reprinting the following 
letter from Bishop Smith 
regarding last month’s U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
on DOMA:
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Liturgy & Music

A few weeks ago, a couple of our newest 
parishioners came to me with lots of 
great questions about liturgy. One of 

those questions was, “Who the heck are all 
those people up front?” My sense is that they 
are not the only ones with that question, so this 
month let’s talk about all those in the front row 
behind the Table.

From your viewpoint in the congregation, 
let’s look from left to right. First are the 
acolytes. Acolytes assist the Presider. At GSP, 
veteran acolytes are crucifers (carrying the 
cross in procession.) Acolytes are there to assist 
with anything needed, but generally bring 
all the elements for setting the table during 
the offertory and take part in the opening 
procession, Gospel procession and recession. 

Usually hidden behind the acolytes is 
the Verger. The Verger is the “master of 
ceremonies”, who choreographs the movement 
of everyone in procession, during the offertory 
and communion. In a church the size of GSP, 
Vergers are critical in insuring the beauty of 
the movement and keeping everything orderly 
and timely. Next to the acolytes are assisting 
clergy. These clergy are specifically there to 
assist at communion and at other times when 
the Presider needs multiple hands, especially 
at Baptisms and other rites. At GSP, we are 
blessed to often have priests as assisting clergy, 
as well as interfaith ministers. Guest preachers 
would also sit in this same area with assisting 
priests. 

Next to the assisting clergy is the Deacon or 
a postulant to the Deaconate, assigned to that 
particular service. A Deacon is an ordained 
minister in the Episcopal church. The Deacon’s 
main role is to serve those in need in the 
world. In a worship service, we symbolize the 
Deacon’s role of servanthood by having her or 
him set the table at the offertory, proclaiming 

the Gospel and dismissing the people out into 
the world. At GSP, we have Deacons do all of 
the proclaiming, including introducing the 
Affirmation of Faith, the Confession and the 
People’s proclamation in the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Next to the Deacon is the Presider. The 
Presider leads the service. Next to the Presider 
is a Subdeacon. Subdeacons are lay leaders who 
take on responsibilities impossible for a Deacon 
to do in a church our size. For example, the 
Subdeacon at GSP is responsible for the large 
book on the Table and assisting the Presider by 
turning pages and locating positioning. 

After the Subdeacon are other lay assistants 
including Chalice bearers. At GSP, lay people 
share the duties of serving communion with 
clergy. Chalice bearers, as well as all those 
serving at the Table receive special training to 
do so.

It may seem like a cast of thousands. But 
each person serving has a vital role in helping 
us create beautiful, meaningful and artistic 
liturgies. If you would like to learn more about 
any of these roles, or think you may be called to 
serve in any of these capacities, call the office 
and speak to our parish administrator, KiKi. 
She will hook you up with the leader in that 
area. 

Liturgy Discussion  
of the Month
By The Rev.  
Steve Keplinger
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Notes 
from the  

Choir 
Stalls
By Christina Jarvis, 

Director of Music

Liturgy & Music

Summer is half full. I prefer that term to 
half empty, or worse yet, half gone. I look 
around the choir office and think, “Have I 

done anything yet?” Clearly, the drifts of paper 
need a good bonfire, but the season is slowly 
taking shape. I’m grateful for the down time to 
think and pray about what we’re doing here.

It’s not like I’ve been putting my feet up, 
though. I just got back from an excellent 

workshop sponsored by the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing about 
working with young voices. If the Zombies 
start belting Broadway songs, you’ll know 
I’ve taken the knowledge too far (but I 
promise you won’t hear anything from 
Disney Radio). The sessions presented by 
Dr. Patrick Freers were especially excellent; 
he specializes in middle school choirs and 
teaching boys whose voices are changing. 
I gleaned many useful ideas for Zombie 

warm-ups and repertoire.
In previous columns, I’ve mentioned 

that we’ve been seeking a way to use certain 
Unitarian hymns in our bulletins. The 
Unitarians have great texts set to familiar hymn 
tunes, which might help fill the gap between 
our theology and range of hymns available to 
us in Hymnal 1982 and its supplements. Since 
Beacon Press, which publishes UUA hymnals, 
is not covered by our site license, I was afraid 
we wouldn’t be able to obtain permission 
to use these hymns. We are delighted to 
report that through the grace of God and the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, as well 
as Beacon Press, we have blanket permission 
to photocopy UUA-owned material in our 
bulletins. We are deeply grateful to the UUA for 
their gracious and kind response to our need.

In amongst these various doings, I’ve been 
to church. I usually robe and process every 
Sunday to support the hymns from the chancel, 
but this year I’m sitting in the congregation. 
It’s educational. I’m learning how the music 
sounds from different places in the sanctuary 
and how the hymns work (or don’t work) in 
the context of the congregation. I hear a fair 
number of choir members out in the pews 
and some wonderful voices of folks not in the 
choir (yet). It has been lovely to experience the 

service without direct responsibility for the 
liturgy, except for mic wrangling for soloists.

Speaking of soloists, we’ve had some 
wonderful players and singers this summer. 
In addition to the list of contributors in the 
last Briefly issue, I would like to thank Mindi 
Acosta, J. J. Arevalo, Richard Cameron, 
Spencer Hunter, my bro Mark Jarvis, Michael 
Manning, Richard Rhoads, and Toru Tagawa 
for enriching our worship.

I also want to thank Ann Stephens, choral 
librarian, again. Honestly, sometimes I think I 
should just rent a plane and have it fly around 
on Sunday mornings towing a banner saying, 
“Thank you, Ann!” She’s continuing to ride 
herd on the library, documenting and filing 
new music, including all the children’s choir 
music that Joan Brundage and Jane Click have 
ordered. She and I went through our existing 
computer database to identify music that will 
work with children and youth. It’s an ongoing 
process.

In addition to hanging out at the 10 o’clock 
Sunday service, I’m able to attend some of 
the other services on offer at Grace St. Paul’s, 
particularly Spirit Now, which meets at 
5:30 p.m. on Thursdays. It’s at an awkward 
time, when I’m preparing for choir practice, so 
I don’t go during the regular season. I attended 
the contemplative Taizé service organized by 
Roger Pierce, which was deeply moving. James 
Callegary, Spencer Hunter and I are organizing 
the Spirit Now service on Aug. 15. We will sing 
medieval music—chants and such.

As the pace of summer quickens toward fall, 
I’ll be planning my fluffy butt off and praying 
that we continue to move and grow under 
Spirit’s outstretched wings. May you also be so 
blessed.

Peace,

Christina
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Liturgy & Music
The Gifts of God
Does Money Have A Soul?
By The Rev. Debbie Royals

The answer is “Yes”, but that soul is 
connected to the person using the 
money. Generously? Wisely? Selfishly? 

Fearfully?
Lynne Twist’s fine book, “The Soul of 

Money”, makes the point clearly: All of us live 
in one of two worlds—the world of Scarcity or 
the world of Sufficiency. The world of Scarcity 
is ruled by three “toxic 
myths”: 

1. There’s not enough! 
2. More is better! 
3. That’s just the way it 

is! 
How many times have 

we said “I just don’t have 
enough” when, in truth, 
we did. Or, “If I could only 
get more” when we already had a sufficient 
amount. Or, “Well, that’s just the way it is, so 
I won’t bother to think about change.” Sound 
familiar?

Sufficiency, on the other hand, is the 
attitude that there really is enough to go 
around, and I really don’t need more of what 
I have that already meets my needs, and I can 
make a difference in changing attitudes and 
practices… especially my own. And there is a 
subtle distinction between “abundance” and 
“sufficiency.”

If I strive always to live in abundance, 
where is the limit? What is the end point of 
abundance? There’s always an invitation to get 
just a little more abundance. But sufficiency is 
that amount or quantity that meets my realistic 
needs. When I have enough to meet my needs, 
then I can leave the rest to meet someone else’s 

needs. I don’t have to accumulate or hoard.
Hold these ideas up against the teachings 

of Jesus and see how they fit. Jesus spoke more 
than once about our needs being met, not 
necessarily our “wants.”

And even when he talked about abundant 
life, he never meant for the abundance to be 
held by a few while the rest can’t even reach 
sufficiency.

So what is sufficient for each of us in 
money, objects, trinkets, personal wealth?

Maybe a charting of how we spend our 

money or a serious look in the closet or storage 
unit would suggest some answers. By the way, 
this same attitude issue, Scarcity or Sufficiency, 
works in the life of a church, too.

It’s a very good book. You might enjoy it 
and even be blessed by it.

Your Thoughts, 
Please?

As most of us know, our 
church works through 

a process of Ministry 
Budget building each year. 
It is a way of examining 
what we are doing and 
looking ahead at what 
God calls us to do in the 
future. Sometimes, too, is 
can be anxiety producing 
for some of us, depending 
on whether we live within 
the boundaries of Scarcity 
or Sufficiency.

Having read the 
adjacent article about 
the Soul of Money and 
considering your own life 
and the life of Grace St. 
Paul’s, would you answer a 
simple question and share 
your answer with parish 
leaders?

The question is this: To 
what extent do you think 
our church lives in either 
Scarcity or Sufficiency 
regarding support of the 
various ministries we 
undertake?

Please email your 
response to debroyals@
yahoo.com and write in 
the subject line “Briefly 
Response.” 

Thank you very much.
—Submitted by Roger Pierce
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Children & Youth
GSP Teens  
on the  
Border Again!

Some of GSP’s youth spent three 
days on the US-Mexican border 
this summer at the kind invitation 

of Kino Teens, the youth arm of 
Kino Border Initiative. Last winter, 
our youth learned about the political 
and social issues surrounding our 
border. This time, we developed even 
more understanding of the problems 
that force migrants to cross without 
documents.

One of the most powerful 
experiences for our teens this time 
was walking a section of the Devil’s 
Highway. This is the section of 
the desert most frequently used by 
migrants to get into the U.S. We stayed on the 
US side of the border, but we walked it in July, 
during the day. Although we brought plenty of 
water, had documentation and knew we would 
not be walking a great distance, the walk was 
tough and gave us a real sense of what migrants 
endure to cross into the US for a better life. 
There was a lot of conversation about what 
would force someone to endure the incredible 
hardship of crossing the desert in such heat.

We also traveled to Tumacacori to learn 

about Fr. Kino’s work along the border. 
Fortunately, our time was not all about work. 
We also had a lot of fun! We swam in a nearby 
lake and finished up with a hot dog roast. We 
learned something about charting our way 
through the desert using stars as Fr. Kino likely 
did hundreds of years ago, Finally, we got to 
be together with friends old and new. We look 
forward to continuing our friendship and work 
with KinoTeens.

Submitted by Rosalind Garcia GSP youth and friends on the 
devil’s highway at the border

GSP youth walking the migrant 
trail

Things we saw 
left behind

Black water bottles 
aren't reflected in the 
lights of border patrol
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Parish Life

Jesus said, “Wherever two or three 
are gathered in my name, there I 
am among them.” Scriptures are full 

of people getting together to do things 
they could not have done on their own. 
In the corporate world, people form 
“mastermind” groups, believing that 
a separate, higher “mind” gets formed 
by the input of all the people involved. 
Twelve Step groups adhere to the “group 
conscience,” believing so strongly in it 
that Atheists in recovery are encouraged 
to use the group conscience as their 
higher power.

Humanity seems to be hardwired 
for cooperation (and there is plenty of 
evidence to suggest that creation, in 
general, is geared that way too, rather 
than brutal survival-of-the-fittest). 
The idea that groups can do more than 
individuals, though, seems to take 
on even more significance when we 
gather together to live into the Gospel 
through social justice, evangelism, 
stewardship, mentoring, and myriad 
other outpourings of the Spirit. As 
Father Steve said in his Easter sermon, 
“religion mobilizes us to care for each 
other and all of the world.”

This belief is at the core of our 
mission, the very heart of our being. 
We are here to serve each other and the 
world in the name of Christ, and one 
of the key ways we do that is through 
partnership.

GSP has a long legacy of creating 
partnership in our congregation with 
unlimited opportunities for service, 
study, or leadership, but we also have 
a long history of partnering in the 
community in order to affect change 
on a larger scale—even when it is risky. 
We were one of the founding members 
of TIHAN, and even our youth are 

involved in partnership with 
Wingspan. Through our 
monthly Film and Fellowship 
Festival we have been able to 
partner with the Sundance 
Film Festival, The Loft 
Cinema, and the Human 
Rights Watch Film Festival, 
stretching the bounds of 
“traditional” church. This 
included largely attended 
films about controversial 
topics, like conservative 
Christianity being a deadly 
force against gays in 
Africa, or institutionalized 
discrimination against the 
poor. Even though our church 
is in a high-income neighborhood, 
we run one of the most successful 
food pantries and social outreaches 
for Tucson’s poor, hungry, or transient 
populations. By partnering with 
Derechos Humanos, Kino Border 
Initiatives, Poverello House, the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Tucson, and other 
churches and denominations in Tucson, 
Gila Bend, Mesa, Bisbee, Douglas, and 
Nogales, we extend that outreach far 
beyond our own walls.

We also reach out beyond 
Christian congregations to partner 
with like-minded organizations like 
Congregation Or Chadash, with whom 
we shared our first interfaith Passover 
Seder. (Rosalind and I are currently 
working with them to schedule another 
service for the fall, which will include 
Tucson’s first interfaith Havdalah 
service.) We also hosted Global Chant 
for several years, and recently had a 
wildly popular healing event with New 
Age recording artist Tryshe Dhevney, 
and are in talks to do another for 
Christmas. And, of course, we hosted 
the interfaith Pride service last year as 
well. All of these partnerships convey 
a powerful message of inclusivity, 
open-mindedness, diversity, and 

social activism that cuts through the 
dogma so many people equate with 
Christianity. This is a meaningful form 
of evangelism in a world where many 
only hear the message of judgmental, 
us-versus-them versions of our faith.

There are many partnership 
opportunities at GSP, and even more 
in the greater Diocese and Episcopal 
Church. Online, we partner with 
scores of other congregations and 
organizations, and we have many 
congregants who assist other parishes 
with music, liturgical help, finances, and 
mission. We also have clergy and laity 
from many other parishes working with 
us, strengthening the bonds between 
congregations in our Diocese and 
around the world. 

I challenge you to think about 
Father Steve’s idea that religion 
empowers us to care for the world. 
Is there a partnership you’d like to 
see forged at GSP or in the Diocese? 
Is there something you’d like to be 
involved in? Has God put something 
on your heart that you don’t think you 
can do on your own? I encourage you 
to reach out. Share your ideas! Together 
we can do far more than we could ever 
do on our own.

The Power of 
Partnership
By Eric K. Carr 
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Parish Life

On Sept. 27 and 28, Grace St. Paul’s 
will present a seminar on modern 
Christianity and we need your help! 

Sort of like a tent meeting or revival (but 
without any embarrassment of visitors or altar 
call!), we hope to have plenty of your friends 
at this event. It is actually the purpose to show 
our friends and community what Christianity 
can be—perhaps in stark contrast to what they 
hear it is in media.

What you can do: 
• Invite friends. Tell them the truth: 

we’re not out to convert anybody. It will be a 
fascinating lecture and discussion. Wine & 
chocolate, cookies & milk will follow. See the 
schedule, below.

•If you use Facebook, “Share” the memes 
(those graphical cartoon quips) from Grace 
St. Paul’s page. (There will be 60 of them during 
August and September!)

• Come to it yourself! This will change how 
you think about the religion, Christianity and 
the Bible! You will leave feeling proud to be 
part of a truly caring, thinking community.

Here is some “ad copy” that you may see in 
the media the next couple months:

See how Christian thought was diverted 
in the 19th and 20th centuries into a 
misrepresentation of Christ’s original 
message of service and love for the poor 
and disenfranchised and Christ’s respect for 
all living creatures. Look at a 21st-century 
response to the Bible that is not in conflict with 
science. 

You may find these programs enlightening: 

• If you have experienced discomfort or 
outright rejection by a Christian organization, 
yet still long for God’s central message of love. 

• If you have felt disenfranchised by 
“organized religion” with a message of 
exclusion.

•If you have children whom you would like 
exposed to “better” Christian thought.

• If you are a former church-goer who feels 
that something is simply not right. 

Families of all types, children, and young 
people are invited to participate. You may 
participate for any amount of time, in any or all 
of the sessions:

Friday, Sept. 27, and Saturday, Sept. 28
7 p.m.—Talk by the Rev. Steve Keplinger 

from Grace St. Paul’s
Friday, Sept. 27—“For the Love of 

Creation!” 
Saturday, Sept. 28—“All Whom God Made 

Are Loved!” 
8 p.m.—Response & discussion, with 

a panel of parish members (we don’t like 
hierarchy very much!)

8:30 p.m.—Milk & Cookies, Wine & 
Chocolate, plus free-form discussion and 
meeting people

9:30 p.m. (Saturday only)—Native 
American blessing (10 minutes)

Sunday, Sept. 29
10 a.m.—During the service: “Bringing 

It All Together: Why Christianity Is Still 
Relevant” by the Rev. Steve Keplinger

Christianity 3.0
Reboot to the radically inclusive original church
By Bruce Anderson
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Parish Life

Over the past month, Spirit Now has had 
a Crystal Bowl sound healing service 
and a Taizé service. Both services were 

extremely beautiful and unique, filling the 
church with beautiful sounds of healing and 
community.

Picture this: The main altar covered with 
crystal bowls all differing in size, shape, color 
and type of material. On Thursday, June 28, the 
picture just described was exactly the scene at 
our church.

Tryshe Dhevney, one of the world’s leading 
experts on sound healing was here for an 
interactive and impressive evening of deep 
listening and sound transformation. Tryshe 
started off the evening by explaining the theory 
behind sound healing and how the tones work 
together to create exceptional chords. She also 
then explained how no healing service is ever 
exactly the same as each is driven by the energy 
in the room. She introduced each crystal bowl 
producing a unique note, which resonated off 
the church walls. These unique notes were 
combined together and filled the church with 
sound. Tryshe added to the sounds in the room 
by chanting along, fitting her voice seamlessly 
within the tones and chords. She then invited 
us to chant along, in which many different 
notes were brought together forming an 
irreplaceable sound. At the end of the service, 
she invited all to share the names of people 
who needed healing thoughts and prayers. 
This part of the service was long and powerful 
with all in attendance chanting with Tryshe, 
while people passed around the microphone. 
The feeling of community, warmth and beauty 
in the church was overwhelming. This service 
incorporated vibration healing at the most 
fundamental level. We are planning to schedule 
another service with Tryshe in the next six 
months. 

Now picture this two weeks later: the 
altar is covered with all different size candles, 
meditative piano music fills the church as a 
sense of peaceful simplicity falls over the room. 
This is what our very own church looked like 
on Thursday, July 11, as Roger Pierce led us in 
a Taizé service.

Roger, who has led previous Taizé services, 

guided us down a path of peaceful, meditative 
sounds and prayers for the evening. Simplicity 
is the guiding principle behind the Taizé prayer 
service, and the deliberate simplicity of this 
service in itself was absolutely beautiful. 

Clyde Kunz, the cantor for the night, led 
us into the first of many tranquil chants to 
begin the service. The sounds of his voice and 
everyone there, filled the room as we gathered 
together in peace and prayer. 

Spiritual readings were then intermingled 
with the chants, and about halfway through, 
Roger read a meditation. As the chants started 
again, they built on one another, and the 
energy in the church built as well. Everyone 
in attendance joined together as a community 
in these simple repetitive songs to charge 
the atmosphere in the church. We were all 
completely in sync with all the parts fitting 
together. 

Between the chants, there were periods of 
silent meditation. As the Spirit and energy that 
was locked in each chant were set free, peace 
appeared to fill every single person. When the 
chanting finished, people were invited to stay 
as long as they wanted to meditate and sit in 
the quiet space. 

This service incorporated peace and beauty 
woven together with chants and readings to 
form a marvelous service. We look to have this 
service as one of our regular offerings for Spirit 
Now.

Spirit 
Now 
Services
By Kitt Cordero
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The Social Service Ministry (SSM) is 
part of the Social Justice and Outreach 
Ministry Group and initially began 

as an ad-hoc effort in November of 2011. It 
became a formal ministry in January of 2012 
with strong support and encouragement 
from our Rector. We have responded to the 
needs of parishioners, to those who come to 
Joseph’s Pantry, and to people from the wider 
community.

GSP became a member of the Emergency 
Services Committee of Tucson Pima Coalition 
to End Homelessness, and we have developed 
partnerships with many agencies. One in 
particular is RAAP, a homeless outreach 
program of La Frontera, a CPSA agency. An 
outreach worker visits GSP every Monday 
morning to speak with people, and in return 
we provide bread from our Bread from the 
Pantry ministry for RAAP’s lunch program. 

The primary “concrete” service SSM 
provides has been helping with transportation. 
Bus passes help people access mental health, 
medical, and Social Security appointments, 
job interviews or shelters. A monthly economy 
SunTran pass is $15. We have also purchased 
greyhound tickets for people who are stranded 
in Tucson to return home in another city or 
state. We have sometimes partnered with other 
churches in that funding effort.

Another service we offer is helping people 
obtain identification documents, such as a $12 
Arizona ID. We also offer clothing vouchers 
through ReStore and Lutheran Social Services. 
In some cases we have paid partial rent and 
utilities when other agencies cannot help. 
We have helped with pharmacy co-pays and 
bought work boots for those recently employed 
but without the necessary items to do their 
new jobs. One person who had been coming 

to the pantry for two years got a job as a prep 
cook at the Grand Canyon. With the support of 
Joseph Pantry and the Social Services ministry, 
he received required shoes for the job and 
transportation to his new employment. 
Who the Social Service Ministry serves

We also serve parishioners in need. 
Depending on the situation we either provide 
funds through a fund reserved for parishioner 
welfare (the Haines fund) or we sometimes 
provide a loan. In the past few months we have 
worked with several refugee families.

One example of a parishioner family 
we have helped is a Sudanese family of six. 
We referred them to the Primavera Bridges 
program and they now live in a large 
apartment with subsidized rent for two years. 
A parishioner helped the father get a part-
time job at Costco. Through our relationship 
with Primavera we learned about the Bridges 
program. The family was accepted and has the 
possibility of purchasing a home at the end of 
the two years. We have also helped pay for the 
family’s green card fees. And at a coffee hour 
after a Sunday service we hosted a party to 
celebrate the birth of the family’s new baby.

Another example of parishioners we are 
helping is the family of a homicide victim. Two 
weeks ago a 25 year old mother of three young 
children was shot in her car by her boyfriend 
while the children and other family members 
were present. We are serving as a bridge for the 
family’s financial needs and attending to their 
pastoral care needs. GSP held the memorial 
service, and we are coordinating our efforts 
with Homicide Survivors of Tucson.
Social Service Ministry Volunteers

Seven volunteers work in this program, 

Parish Life

What the  
Social Service  
Ministry Does
By Nancy Meister

Continued on Page 11
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January-June 15, 2013
Total Visitors 2013

Total New in
2013

Previous
from 2012

Total Persons 319 220 99
 Single Visit/Month 163 123 40
 Multiple Visits/Month 156 97 59

Vestry Reports
20s/30s Group—Holly Shinn

So far this year, we’ve had multiple 
activities. In honor of Valentine’s Day we 
baked and frosted heart-shaped cookies. 
We then donated them to Joseph’s Pantry 
so guests could enjoy a homemade treat 
and know that they are loved. In April we 
attended the Pima County Fair. No one rode 
any rides, but we saw entertainers perform, 
ate fair food, and checked out the livestock. 
Recently we watched the movie Avengers, 
complete with pizza and popcorn. Our 
next outing is going to be a trip to the Titan 
Missile Museum for a special evening tour. 
The museum is celebrating the missile silo’s 
50th anniversary. Also, we’re in the process of 
choosing a date for an all-day Star Wars film 
festival and costume contest.

Coffee Hour—Kathy Allen
Coffee hour continues to rely on the 

generous donations of food brought in each 

Sunday. Occasionally they purchase crackers 
and cheese to supplement. The weekly 
alphabet system for food donations works 
well. They serve what they have.

Special Events—Chris LaBour
We have hosted several receptions 

this spring. These included receptions 
following Memorial/Funeral services for 
Philip Greenman, John Bret-Harte, Zackery 
Meade, Gerry Barton, Tina Soto and Mary 
Frist. We also hosted, with support from St. 
Andrew’s Tucson and St. Andrew’s Nogales, 
the Ordination Reception for Rev. Ernie 
Galaz. We are encouraging families to use 
catering services to help us defray costs and 
preparation time, but we continue to provide 
for families with limited resources.

I will be “retiring” from the Fellowship 
Ministry leadership role, and from the 
Special Events team, in January. It is a most 
fulfilling ministry, but it is time to hand it on 
to someone else.

either as regular weekly volunteers or as 
substitutes. Most volunteers work one morning 

per week; sometimes two 
people work together. 
We hold monthly team 
meetings and begin 
them with Gospel Based 
Discipleship worship.
Social Service Ministry Budget

This ministry has an 
annual budget of $7,100; 

the parish outreach budget provides $3,100 
per year and the Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

provides $4,000. This year we received an $800 
grant from ECS, and we continue to research 
other funding opportunities.
Social Service Ministry Statistics

During the period January through 
June 15, 2013, a total of 319 persons sought 
assistance from GSP’s Social Service Ministry 
(SSM). Over two-thirds of these persons (220 
persons) were first-time recipients of services; 
the remainder of persons served in 2013 had 
received services in the prior year. 

Of the total persons served this year, slightly 
more than half (163 persons) visited just once; 
the remainder of persons served visited the 
SSM multiple times in 2013.

Social Service Ministry
Continued from Page 10
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Chuck Hannan 
Becomes Brother 
Chuck Hannan, OSF

On Thursday, July 25, Chuck Hannan 
was invested as a first order friar in the 
Order of St. Francis (OSF). Br. Chuck 

made his formal profession of his personal 
Rule of Life, and vows of Poverty, Chastity and 
Obedience before Bishop Greg H. Rickel, of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, Washington, 
the Order’s Minister General, and all his 
brother friars at St. Andrew’s House, Hope, 
Washington. This is the culmination of three 
and a half years spent in formation with the 
Third Order, Society of St. Francis (TSSF), and 
one year spent as a novice with the Order of St. 
Francis.

Br. Chuck says that he has discovered 
that many people are unaware that The 
Order of Saint Francis is just one of the many 
active Apostolic Christian Orders within 
the Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. There are Episcopalian 
and Anglican Franciscans, Dominicans, 
Benedictines, and even Cistercians. There is 
even an order of ELCA Lutheran Franciscans. 
The Order of St. Francis is not the only 
Franciscan Order within the Episcopal/
Anglican Church; the Society of St. Francis 
(SSF) is the largest one, based in New York. 
There is also the Franciscan Order of the 
Sacred Heart (FSC), which is a traditional 
Anglican religious Order based in Florida, 
and the Little Brothers of Francis (LBF) which 
are in New South Wales, Australia and who 
live in hermitages. Some may be surprised to 
know that there are also first and second order 
Franciscan and Benedictine sisters (nuns) 
within the Anglican Communion, some having 
houses here in the United States. 

According to Chuck, “We are an Order 
that lives apostolically, meaning we live and 
serve others out in the world rather than 
being a cloistered order living in a monastery. 
Also, OSF friars do not live together in a 
friary; rather, I will continue living in my own 

home, which serves as my friary. We are an 
intentionally dispersed Order with members 
living in different parts of the world in order to 
serve as many people as possible, as St. Francis 
would have it, each of us serving in our own 
ministry based on the needs of our local parish 
and community. This means that I will remain 
a member of Grace St. Paul’s, and will serve 
the people of GSP and also the surrounding 
community, focusing on serving the poor, the 
sick, and those who are looked down upon in 
our society.”

For those who are now thinking, “Aren’t all 
friars single men, so what happens to Chuck’s 
wife, Nan?” His answer is... “Nothing! Of the 
two major branches of Franciscans, we are 
considered contemporary, meaning, in the 
Order of St. Francis our friars can marry, just 
as priests can marry in the Episcopal Church. 
Loving relationships are the center of Christ’s 
teachings and it is one thing our Anglican 
roots strongly embraces. So, after 48 years 
of marriage... things will carry on as before 
and we work towards celebrating 49 years as 
husband and wife!”

When you next see Br. Chuck at church 
services, at official church activities, and 

Continued on Page 13
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when serving in his 
ministries, he will 
be clothed in his 
brown Franciscan 
habit. Other times, 
he will be wearing his 
“civvies.” 

If you have any 
questions, such as: 

What’s the 
difference between a 
monk and a friar?

Why do you wear 
a habit?

What do friars 
actually do?

Are friars 
ordained? 

What is Franciscan 
theology?

What do we call 
you?

Br. Chuck and 
Nan will be returning 
to Tucson and Grace 
St. Paul’s towards the 
end of August. He 
will be glad to discuss 
these, and any other 
questions you may 
have during coffee 
hour in McBride Hall 
following the church 
services.

Submitted by  
Chuck Hannan

Br. Chuck
Continued from Page 12
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Dear Community of Grace St.Paul’s,
The community of Sam Hughes 

school and neighborhood sends their 
deep gratitude for the donation of 5 
beautiful yucca to our desert garden. 
The kids were amazed at these 
handsome specimens. Hopefully they 
will inspire our kids to be engaged 
with our amazing natural world. Please 
come and visit them and us!

All the best,
Sally Day 
& the Sam Hughes Greening Group

Solar Project Update

More progress has been made on GSP’s solar project. 
The church’s property was surveyed and the exact 
property lines established. This allowed Technicians 

For Sustainability (TFS) to draw a system layout. 
We will have one structure in the parking lot that will 

provide shade to 11 parking spaces. The rest of the modules will 
be on the roof, above the church offices. 

On June 21, Father Steve, members of the Green Church 
Committee, and some vestry members met with a representative 
from TFS. We learned that our system should be built and 
running by January. 

We also found out the environmental impact of getting 
our electricity from a solar system instead of through TEP. By 
using solar, 24,653 pounds of carbon dioxide per month won’t 
be emitted into the atmosphere. This is the equivalent of the 
emissions caused by driving a gasoline-powered vehicle 26,549 
miles. In addition, each month 5,535 gallons of water won’t be 
used and 11,070 pounds of coal won’t be burned.

Holly Shinn
Green Church Committee member
& Vestry member
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Adult Spiritual Formation
Spirit Players: A Play Reading Experience
Aug. 2, 6:30 p.m., Bloom Room

If you love the theatre this experience is for you! 
Join us as a reader or an observer as we give voice to 
comedies, dramas, social commentaries, and more. 
Scripts are available for these unrehearsed readings on 
the first Friday of each month. For information contact 
Nanalee Raphael or Halsy Taylor, or the church office.

Film & Fellowship
Aug. 16, 6:30 p.m., McBride Hall

How about a great gathering, an outstanding 
movie, and even some food to share? Film & Fellowship 
will give you all three—plus a chance to discuss the 
implications of the films as each one addresses elements 
of the Christian faith. 

This monthly event is led by Eric Carr and Kitt 
Cordero.

Theology, Spirituality & Sex! Oh, My!
Aug. 19,  7 p.m., meeting in the home of Catherine 

Penn Williams
Join us for a monthly book group to read and 

discuss Susan Howatch’s Starbridge Series, six novels that 
trace the history of the 20th century Anglican Church. 
We’ll read the novels in order and discuss one each 
month. This series is placed in the fictional Diocese of 
Starbridge, set in the west of England. We’ll focus our 
conversation on the themes of theology and spiritual 
development in each book. The books are readily 
available from amazon.com in paperback, Kindle and 
used editions (starting at $.01). 

Facilitated by Catherine Penn Williams, avid reader 
and experienced group discussion leader. Contact 
Catherine or the church office for directions.

How Do We Forgive?—A Film Series
Aug. 23, 6:30 p.m., Bloom Room

Violence is an increasingly familiar and distressing 
reality in our world, at local, national and global levels. 
As the Body of Christ, how do we respond to violence 
perpetrated against ourselves or someone we love? Join 
us for this remarkable film series and some helpful 
conversation. 

Led by Catherine Penn Williams and Steve Williams 
of GSP.

The Sistine Chapel: The History of its Art & 
Propaganda
Aug. 4, 9 a.m., Bloom Room

This one-time presentation looks at the Sistine 
Chapel, its architecture and art, in terms of its historical, 
political and theological context. 

Facilitated by Professor Pia Cuneo, UA Art History 
Department and GSP member.

The Hand of God: Thoughts & Images 
Reflecting the Spirit of the Universe
Aug. 11, 9 a.m., Bloom Room

The remarkable book “The Hand of God” brings 
together stunning photographs from the Hubble 
Telescope with some of the most thought provoking 
observations every written. From the book’s 
introduction: “It is becoming ever more apparent that 
the discoveries of astronomy and cosmology are offering 
today what in eras past only religion has: a sense of 
wonder and of awe, a sense that the world is rational, 
a sense of the sacred with hints to believers about the 
nature and character of God.” 

Discussion will be led by Brian Arthur, GSP member.

Journaling Our Spiritual Lives
Saturday, Aug. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Bloom Room

Where am I on my spiritual journey? Where has 
God been in the choices and decisions I have made? 
Where do I go from here? Join us for a contemplative 
morning of journaling and reflection on these and 
other questions. We will use a guided journal method to 
explore not only our own inner depths but also to catch 
a glimpse of the mysterious and unseen hand that guides 
us all. 

This interesting morning will be led by Catherine 
Penn Williams, a psychotherapist who has facilitated 
journal work in spiritual groups for more than 20 years.

Painting The Stars: Science, Religion & an Evolving 
Faith
Sundays, Aug. 18 & 25, 9 a.m., Bloom Room

Celebrating the communion of science and faith, 
Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary 
Christian spirituality. The video presentations feature 
a dozen leading theologians and progressive thinkers. 
Come for thought provoking presentations and 
conversation.

Facilitated by Peggy Scott, GSP member and Co-
Chairperson of Adult Education.

August 
2013
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What’s Happening  
in August 2013
WEEKLY SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 8 a.m., Holy Communion
 8 a.m., Coffee & Conversation
 9:45 a.m., Child Care
 10 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Sunday school
 11:15 a.m., Coffee Hour
 11:30 a.m., Youth Groups
Mondays
 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 4 p.m., Spirit Dojo Karate
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
Tuesdays
 9 a.m., Spiritual Book Discussion Group
 6 p.m., Evening Prayer & Communion
 7 p.m., Interfaith Meditation
Wednesdays
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m. Quilting Ministry
Thursdays
 5:30 p.m., Spirit Now—An Interactive, Inclusive 

Communion Celebration

2nd 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players: A Play
 Reading Experience
4th 9 a.m., The Sistine Chapel: The History of Its Art 

and Propaganda
5th 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
7th 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
 6 p.m., Parish Development Committee
10th 8:30 a.m., Journaling Our 
 Spiritual Lives
11th 9 a.m., The Hand of God: Thoughts and Images 

Reflecting the Spirit of the Universe
12th 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting
14th 6 p.m., Multi-Faith LGBT Service
 Committee
16th 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship
17th 6:30 p.m., The Endicott Players
18th 9 a.m., Painting the Stars: Science, Religion & 

Evolving Faith
 11:15 a.m., END OF SUMMER 
 SUNDAE SUNDAY!
 2 p.m., St. Andrew’s Bach
 Society Concert
20th 6:30 p.m., NAMI Family Support Group
21st 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
23rd 6:30 p.m., How Do We Forgive?
25th 9 a.m., Painting the Stars: Science, Religion & 

Evolving Faith

27th 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
28th 6 p.m., Multi-Faith LGBT 
 Service Committee
Looking Ahead to September
2nd LABOR DAY HOLIDAY: Office & 
 Social Services Ministry Closed
4th 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
9th 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting
 5:30 p.m., Family Caregiver 
 Support Group
11th 3 p.m., Campus Ministry
 Board Meeting
 6 p.m., Multi-Faith LGBT
 Service Committee
14th 5:30 p.m., Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

Fundraiser


