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Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Twenty-ninth Annual Parish Meeting 

and 
Meeting of the Corporation 

McBride Hall 
11:45 a.m. 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 

Lunch provided by GSP Parishioners 
Donations requested and appreciated 

Agenda 
1. Welcome and Greeting 

2. Opening Hymn: “When Israel was in Egypt’s land” (Go down, Moses) (No. 648, The Hymnal 1982) 

3. Opening Prayer 

4. Reception of 2019 Minutes 

5. Ministry Leadership Changes 

6. Introduction of Vestry Candidates 

7. Nomination of Delegates to Diocesan Convention (5 elected + 5 alternates) 

8. Balloting 

9. Hymn: “All who hunger gather gladly” (No. 761, Wonder, Love, and Praise) 

10. Financial Report and Presentation of 2019 Budget 

11. Joseph’s Pantry Report 

12. Sanctuary/Migrant Update 

13. Social Services Report 

14. Green Ministry Report 

15. Children, Youth, & Families Report 

16. Wardens’ Reports 

17. Rector’s Report & Awards 

18. Ballot Results 

19. Chancellor’s Report 

20. Other Business 

21. Closing Hymn: “Lift every voice and sing” (No. 599, The Hymnal 1982) 

22. Dismissal 

Deacon: Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everlasting stream.  
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Clergy The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, Bishop of Arizona 
The Rev. Steve Keplinger, Rector 
The Rev. Kimberlee Law, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Mallory, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Mary Delaney, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Joe Fitzgerald, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Steve Kelsey, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Chris Ledyard, Deacon 
The Rev. Nancy Meister, Deacon 
The Rev. Lynn Marie Hunter, Interfaith Minister 
Laurie Finn, Postulant to the Diaconate 

Staff Jane Click, Pianist; Director, Lieto Ensemble 
Will Dekoevend, Facilities Assistant 
Argelia El-Khayat, Nursery Worker 
Christina Jarvis, Music Director 
Pamela Spears, Parish Administrator 
David Wachter, Organist; Publications Manager  
James White, Sexton 

Consultant   Patti Morrison, Bookkeeper 

Wardens & Parish Officers Phil Johnson, Senior Warden 
Kevan Perry, Junior Warden 
Wil Harri, Treasurer 
Cynthia Sorrensen-Carter, Clerk of the Vestry 
Rob Rauh, Chancellor 

Vestry Members Term ending January 2020 
Harlan Hokin; Sinead Jackson; Deborah Tinajero 

Term ending January 2021 
Karen Hanson; Jim Steinman; Ric Wood 

Term ending January 2022 
Kim Braun; Rita Magdaleno; Rod Warfield 
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Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Minutes of the Twenty-Seventh Annual Parish Meeting 

January 27, 2019 

Meeting called into session by Fr. Steve Keplinger at 12 noon. 
 
Fr. Steve introduced Margie King as the interim senior warden. 
  
Pastor Kimberlee Law: Opening Prayer. Followed by opening hymn. 
 
Senior Warden Introduction: Margie King 
-Annual report includes the minutes from the last annual meeting. Everyone should take a look. These were 
also sent out via e-blast. Phil Johnson moved to accept the minutes from last year’s annual meeting. Spencer 
Hunter seconded. Motion passed by the vast majority. Margie asked for a big round of applause for James, the 
Sexton. 
 
Ministry Leadership changes at GSP in 2018: 
-Junior Warden Phil Johnson has led the building and grounds committee 
-Barbara Morehouse: Heads Communications 
-Tom and Jim Steinman stepped down from Giving and Receiving  
-Virginia and John Banks stepped up to help Giving and Receiving 
-Sadly, Welcome Minister Sam Guard passed away this year 
-Carol White has taken over as head of Welcome Ministry 
-Catherine Penn Williams is stepping down as head of Adult Spiritual Formation 
-Vicki Stefani and Anton Faynberg will be taking over Adult Spiritual Formation 
-Amy Cormode left and Pastor Kimberlee now heads up Children and Family 
-Sara Heitshu stepped down as head of Library Committee 
-Joyce Henderson is taking over library duties 
-Nan Hannan steps down as head of Prayer Team 
-Chris Ledyard and Lynne Albright will continue Prayer Team 
-David Clements steps down as head of Interfaith Meditation 
Lynn Hunter will be continuing the ministry of Interfaith Meditation 
-Jean Smart led ushers. Ushers are now led by Joyce Warfield 
-Interfaith Community Services liaison Father Richard stepped down and Jane Nakazato succeeds him 
-Big thanks to all program leaders  
 
Margie extended a “thank you” to departing vestry members Brianna Devereux, Joe Stefani and John Banks.  
 
Introduction of vestry candidates (Margie King): 
-Kim Braun 
-Rita Magdaleno 
-Cynthia Sorrenson 
-Jim Steinman 
-Rod Warfield 
 
If you are a communicant in good standing (had communion at Grace St. Paul’s at least three times in the last 
year) and are a giver of record, you can vote. Voting took place and the ballots were collected. 
 
Nomination of delegates to the Diocesan Convention: 5 are elected and 5 serve as alternates 
-Convention is October 18-19, 2019  
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-These people will represent GSP at diocesan convention to make resolutions and decisions at a diocesan level. 
This convention will be the first one with the new bishop. 
-The following people were nominated from the floor: 
-Karen McVean 
-Margie King 
-Jim Steinman 
-Bruce Anderson 
-Brother Chuck Hannan 
-Deb Tinajero 
-Joyce Warfield 
-Jane Conlin 
-Rod Warfield 
-Wes Hunter 
-Deanna Fitzgerald 
 
Top five vote getters will be delegates and the next five will be alternates. 
Diane Gunderson made a motion to close the nominations. Mark Drew seconded the motion. The voting for the 
diocesan delegates took place. 
 
Joseph’s Pantry: Andrew Gardner 
-Thank you to everyone for your support. 
-More volunteer hours were worked in the pantry this year than ever before. 
-Many thanks to Holly Shinn for her dedicated volunteer service to this ministry. 
-We are a partner agency with the Community Food Bank. When they sent us a survey, we responded that at 
Grace St. Paul’s we do not restrict services by geographical service area. We do not serve only a certain 
demographic. Everyone is welcome here!  
-People can also shower here. We help people lift their burdens even for just a bit. 
 
Budget Report: Wil Harri, Treasurer 
-In 2018, we took in $1,000 more than we spent 
-The goal was met for a balanced budget in 2019 
-We are proposing a $25,000 increase in revenues compared to 2018 
-We are proposing a $25,000 increase in expenses for 2019 
-This is a very conservative budget 
-We were unable to provide a 4% salary increase for clergy and staff 
-Ministry income is a significant difference. In the past, we took 5% of pledge and plate and put it into ministry 
income. We are not doing that this year. 
 
Joe Fitzgerald motioned to approve the receiving of the 2018 budget. Diane Gunderson seconded. All voted in 
favor. Canonically speaking, the vestry approves the budget. But Fr. Steve would like it to be in the minutes that 
the congregation approves receiving the budget. 
 
2019 budget discussion: 
-We needed a $600,000 pledge income to do all that we wanted to do. We have lost a significant portion of 
revenue now that Banner no longer rents our parking lot. We got $24,000 from that in 2018. The vestry has 
approved a budget of $575,000 in pledges. We were at $440,000 in pledges last week. We made a significant 
push and we have received $45,000 in pledges since last Sunday. So we stand at around $500,000. This is a far 
cry from the $600,000. We have already pledged this year what we pledged last year but we did lose revenue 
from the parking lot. It is not fiscally responsible to figure that we are going to get to $600,000. Therefore, Fr. 
Steve has suggested multiple cuts to the budget. 
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-Fr. Steve still thinks that we can get to $575,000 in pledges. There may still be another $25,000 in outstanding 
pledges. A major number of newcomers (30) have not yet pledged. He hopes that we can get another $30,000-
$40,000.  
 
Christina Jarvis mentioned that several churches in the area are hooking up with “Air Garage” to rent out parking 
spaces. Brook Frederick is looking into this. Fr. Steve asked all parishioners who have ideas to raise revenue to 
please present ideas to the vestry. 
 
Fr. Steve proposes the following to cut $40,000 out of the budget: 
-We cut the staff’s 4% raise (saves $11,000). 
-Wil had wanted to add $12,000 for ministry expenses for educational travel, etc. because clergy can no longer 
take these expenses as tax deductions. But that $12,000 will be cut from the budget 
-75% of contract labor is for outside musicians. We cut that budget by $6,000. The budget is now at $2,000. 
-Cut $1000 out of advertising budget. Now it is down to $2000 
-We cut $1000 out of Adult Ed budget. 
-Cut $1000 for organ tuning.  
-Cut $6,000 out of social services budget. When the Benedictine monastery shut down, they started giving GSP 
$700/month for the needs of the homeless. Because of this, Fr. Steve feels that GSP can provide social services 
at the same level we are now while still cutting the budget. 
-Cut $500 for quilting ministry and $500 for pastoral care. 
These cuts add up to roughly $40,000. 
 
-Nanalee points out that Bob Sandine subsidizes the dinner theater that raises money for the church. EFM is 
missing from this budget (EFM provides scholarships). Steve’s discretionary fund has covered about a third of 
the needed scholarship expenses in the past. Fr. Steve noted that EFM has been included in the Adult Ed. 
budget. 
 
-Joe Fitzgerald asks why is $8,000 missing from 2019 pension numbers? Fr. Richard will go to quarter time this 
year. His salary is down to $17,000. We had a pledge that was earmarked for Fr. Richard’s salary. 
 
Nan Stephens and Mark Drew motioned to receive the 2019 budget. All present voted in favor. None opposed. 
 
Sanctuary Update: Steve Mattix 
-As part of Radical Hospitality ministry, our third sanctuary guest now resides in the education center. We have 
prayer vigils twice a month for the migrants. We support Southern Arizona Sanctuary Coalition. We have 
donated clothing, toiletries, transportation and snacks for Casa Alitas. Many thanks to all who have donated in 
any way. Margie added that yesterday the Benedictine Monastery opened for 80 guests. We need urgent 
supplies and we will continue to support various sanctuary churches and locations around town. 
 
Social Services: Fr. Steve 
-Some parishioners have expressed concern about parishioner safety regarding the homeless clients. 
-Steve has had conversations with Arizona Inn and Blenman-Elm Neighborhood Association. 
-We will be scheduling a congregational meeting about this important issue in the future.  
- Currently, the food pantry operates from 9am-12 noon Monday-Saturday  
-Three days a week, there is a shower program. This is very important. 
-The social service ministry meets with clients from 9 am -12 noon Monday-Thursday to discuss their 
practical/emotional needs. We also fund bus passes.  
-Fr. Steve says that we do have lots of folks who hang around GSP campus after food pantry hours. We are not 
in the position to act as an overnight facility. We try to help people get into shelters. 
-At GSP food pantry, we have a vetting system. If anyone is involved in an altercation, they are yellow carded. 
If it happens again, they are red carded. If there is a third violation, the person is banned from the property. 
Drug/alcohol abuse=immediately expulsion from the property. 
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-There is also a peer pressure system. Those who are here a lot talk to their peers about proper behavior. 
-Police come through the property at least once a night. This is making a big difference. 
-La Frontera’s halfway house program comes once a week to help assist people who need help beyond what 
we at GSP can do. The Arizona Inn was concerned about homeless folks being around their property. They feel 
better than they used to. The neighborhood association has also had a positive response. 
-Parishioners are concerned about people who are hanging out on the labyrinth. 
-Fr. Steve has asked Arizona Inn and the neighborhood to be part of our vetting process. Steve wants 
parishioners to do the same thing. Please forward pictures of people who may be causing disturbances to Fr. 
Steve or the Senior Warden. 
-Holly Shinn commented that she has been hearing concerns about people who are loitering here around dusk. 
How best to deal with disruptions? Tell Fr. Steve or the senior warden. Text Steve pictures of the people. 
-Halsey Taylor expressed her thanks to Pam Spears and Will Dekovend for meticulously enforcing policies with 
our homeless guests 
 
Children and Family Services: Kimberlee Law 
Children/Youth and Family presented “Livin on a Prayer” last summer. We ended up having 50 kids on campus. 
They did arts and crafts and talks about prayer. The kitchen staff gave the kids snack and lunch every day. 
Kimberlee wants to thank all of the volunteers.  
 
We have youth group for teens which meets once a month. Youth group is looking for volunteers.  
 
Sunday School has a curriculum called Love First, which was developed by Collette Cox, a Harvard trained family 
therapist. This curriculum is a wave of the future. Kids can pop in on any Sunday. Crafts are intergenerational. 
Please invite families and children to join in. We would love to have them. We are on the Loving Neighbor 
section right now—this includes pastoral care for people who are homebound. At the end of Easter, we will 
talking about Loving God: “Where is God in this?” We will be talking about gratitude and prayer. We have 11 
teachers from Pre-K through fifth grade. Everyone has a once a month teaching commitment. We have a 
wonderful nursery. Argelia has been with us for a long time. We are all ministers to each other and the children 
are ministers too. Kimberlee is very happy that this is evidenced by how the children now come up through the 
altar area during the Peace. 
 
Junior Warden Report: Phil Johnson 
-Phil wants to thank the Building and Grounds committee 
-James has been indispensable to Phil. He helps him with many things, including getting quotes.  
-Pam has been very helpful in greeting and guiding workers. 
-The roof in McBride Hall had cracks and holes which have been repaired. 
-A loading zone for those with disabilities has been added at the north end of breezeway.  
-The drinking fountain and ice machine have been fixed. 
-We are trying to get a shade and seating area in the back behind the sheds for the pantry community members. 
There is also an area back there for people to charge their cell phones. 
-We need to replace the church roof. It is going to be a big job. We have a year or two to get it done. 
 
Senior Warden Report: Margie King 
-Marjorie King outlined her primary duties as being supportive to the rector and to respond to GSP concerns. 
She opened McBride Hall during days of extreme heat for those in need. Sunday morning hospitality offers 
members and newcomers nourishment. We have a good vestry which has lively debates. Vestry meetings are 
open to all GSP members. Margie volunteers at front office and sees activity behind the scenes. She talked 
about Sunday morning services that are so special. Also discussed migrant and asylum seeker issues. She 
thanked the parishioners for their support during her term. 
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Rector’s report: Fr. Steve 
-Fr. Steve referred members to his written report in the annual meeting brochure. Father Steve thanked ministry 
members who have provided food for the Sunday morning coffee hour. He does know some folks who are in 
various ministries are overwhelmed with providing food for Sunday fellowship and we will come up with a new 
plan. We will also try to go back to once a month potlucks. 
 
Rector’s awards: Fr. Steve 
-One of the Rector’s awards went to Joe and Vicki Stefani. He emphasized how important they are to this 
congregation and the various ministries in which they serve. Another Rector’s award went to Ann Sunderland 
for her outstanding service to GSP. 
 
Ballot Results: 
New vestry members: Kim Braun, Rita Magdaleno, Rod Warfield 
 
Delegates to Diocesan Convention: Bruce Anderson, Wes Hunter, Brother Chuck Hannan, Deb Tinajero and 
Margie King 
 
Diocesan Alternates in order: 
-Deanna Fitzgerald 
-Karen McVean 
-Joyce Warfield 
-Rod Warfield 
-Jim Steinman 
 
New Senior Warden: Phil Johnson 
 
New Junior Warden: Father Steve introduced Kevan Perry. Kevan had asked Father Steve how he could best 
volunteer at GSP. He described his skill set, which was a perfect fit to be junior warden. 
 
Margie King nominated Kevan Perry; Will Dekovend seconded the nomination. Kevan was elected unanimously. 
 
Chancellor’s Report: The chancellor had nothing to report. 
 
Closing: The annual meeting closed with a hymn and dismissal 
 
Meeting minutes submitted by Jane Nakazato and Virginia Zuelow 
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Rector’s State of the Church Annual Report, January 2020 

The Rev. Steve Keplinger 

Living in Faith and Hope in the Brokenness 

2019 was a year of focus at Grace St. Paul’s. In a church made up of more than 40 individual ministries, 
all geared in one form or another to live into our mission statement of being open to all, providing food 
for the journey, and calling people to change the world, this was the year that the brokenness of the 
world caused us to become laser focused on three specific ministries. With climate change becoming a 
climate crisis and extinction escalating exponentially, we emphasized our long standing earth justice 
ministry. With the dangers for immigrants skyrocketing beyond what any of us could have imagined, our 
migrant justice ministry became central. Finally, with the disparity between rich and poor growing 
exponentially, our social justice ministries became front and center. Earth justice, migrant justice, social 
justice, this is what Grace St. Paul’s is all about as we enter 2020. 

Our passions and convictions to bring about the kingdom of God led us to this three pronged journey, 
and I do not think there is any question that we have heard God’s call in getting here. The challenges 
have been plenty, locally as we wrestled with keeping our own campus safe as we cared for others, 
nationally as we pushed against a system that would put on trial humanitarian aid workers, and 
worldwide, as we struggled to show others why creation care is the most important thing any of us will 
ever do. Against all odds, we were successful in 2019 in all three of those areas, and each of you played 
a part in making that happen. 

As I reflect on those successes, I believe they came in large part because we worked so hard during the 
year to create a culture of hope. In a world where each of us felt at times that the struggle against the 
machine was impossibly difficult, we lived in hope throughout the year, because we were buoyed by a 
theology of hope, a hope we felt nearly every Sunday through the word and liturgies. We figured out 
how to celebrate in the midst of tension and turmoil, and I believe that made all the difference. 

Two specific events symbolize for me our capacity to celebrate and bring joy, though we had considered 
all the facts. First was the wedding in February. That packed church, responding so emphatically and 
powerfully to the hope expressed in that liturgy, brought all of us to a level of optimism and love for each 
other unlike anything I have felt in a very long time. Second, that Creation Sunday service in October, 
followed by our first annual Festival of Creation, followed by our largest Animal Blessing ever, was an 
explosion of passionate joy and hope for all of us.  

Finally, that passionate hope is also being exuded throughout our community from all of you. There is a 
hope that radiates from the three individuals who made their way through some part of the ordination 
discernment process in 2019. Anton Faynberg, Laurie Finn, and Paul Impey have created a new energy 
for all of us as their burning desires to serve the church and the world represent all of us. In addition, 
there is a youthful spirit that is coming from all of you, in particular those who have become a part of 
this community in the last year. Your exuberance is inspiring all of us. 

  



10 
 

The great success of 2019 has given us our road 
map for 2020. 
Eyes on the prize - Earth Justice, Migrant Justice, 
Social Justice. 
May we continue to live into them with passion 
and conviction. 
But most importantly, this is what we learned in 
2019: 
Celebrate! Celebrate! Celebrate! We can celebrate 
because we live in the hope of a God who is with 
us every step of the way. 

Steve + 
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Senior Warden’s Report to the Congregation, 
January 2020 

Phil Johnson, Senior Warden 

It has been a great honor and pleasure to serve as GSP’s Senior Warden during this past year. Frankly, I 
was surprised when Father Steve took me aside a little over a year ago and asked me if I would consider 
becoming Senior Warden; it was totally unexpected. I have a tendency to stretch myself a bit thin and I 
was dangerously close to being at the point of “too thin” when Father Steve popped the question. 
Martha Whitacre, quite possibly a busier person than myself, kindly shared with me her experiences as 
senior Warden while I was mulling over whether or not to take this on. After speaking to Martha, I came 
away with the feeling that I could add this to my plate and still keep my head above water. More 
importantly, my lovely wife, Barbara, told me that she would support whatever decision I settled upon. 
Of course, I said “Yes” because I am sitting here pondering what to include in my annual report. 

First of all, I must express my gratitude to the entire congregation, staff, and guests at GSP. You 
welcomed me when I accepted this position and I continue to enjoy your strong support. In addition, 
past Senior Wardens – Martha, Margie King, and Kyle Devereux – also provided me with considerable 
support. The support I enjoy from members of the Vestry is unparalleled. We are truly blessed to have 
such a great Vestry. The Vestry members are a wonderful, diverse, dedicated group of individuals who 
work very hard, some many hours a month, to fulfill our mission and ensure the wellbeing of GSP. Finally, 
Fathers Steve and Richard and Pastor Kimberlee have been supportive, easy to work with, and extremely 
helpful to me.  

So many things happened last year; it’s difficult to know where to begin. An early highlight of the year 
was, of course, Father Steve’s and Jean’s wedding. I think we all did a pretty good job of pulling off this 
wonderful event, even if we did have to don orange and black clothing in honor of the Baltimore Orioles 

😊. The congregation turned out in force and Bishop Smith presided over the ceremony. A memorable 
event indeed!  

We also said goodbye to Bishop Smith and welcomed Bishop Reddall into our Diocese. To quote Father 
Steve, “We kind of took her breath away” during her visit to GSP. Bishop Reddall is supportive of GSP’s 
mission and has provided valuable insight and guidance on several critical issues that I am aware of that 
concerned our parish. Several months ago, we were saddened to learn that Bishop Reddall’s son, Nathan, 
had experienced a “significant” brain hemorrhage; his prognosis was unknown at that time. Nathan was 
the recipient of many, many prayers from around the world. Bishop Reddall recently wrote that Nathan 
is on the road to recovery. The neurosurgeon referred to Nathan’s recovery as “miraculous.”  

A serious concern that the Vestry was called upon to address early last year involved some of our 
homeless guests. People living in the neighborhood, management at the Arizona Inn, and some GSP 
parishioners expressed a number of concerns regarding personal safety, property damage, loitering, and 
trash in the neighborhood and on the grounds of GSP. Our initial response was to hire a part-time 
security guard during evening hours to ensure that people were not sleeping on the grounds and to also 
ensure that our parishioners and guests felt safe being on the grounds at night. In addition, a number of 
action steps were implemented to ensure that we could maintain a sense of stability once the situation 
settled down and it was determined that we no longer needed to have the security guard. Andrew 
Gardner assisted the Vestry with developing the action steps and was instrumental in helping to 
implement them. Steve Moreland was subsequently hired to watch over the grounds during the evening. 
These actions have largely been successful and have resulted in a significant decrease in the number of 
issues reported by our parishioners, guests, and neighbors. 
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Some additional noteworthy events and accomplishments during 2019 include: 

 First time participation in Jim Click’s Millions for Tucson raffle. Total amount raised = $6285. Mr. 
Click was clearly moved when I thanked him and told him that we had raised this much money 
for GSP. 

 Vestry member Anton Faynberg’s candidacy for seminary was approved by discernment 
committee. He is now at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. Yay Anton!! 

 Although many of us loved it dearly, the sheet suspended from the ceiling above the chancel has 
been replaced by a state-of-the art projection screen, compliments of Milton Riise. Thank you 
Milton!! 

 GSP hosted “Humanitarian Aid on the Border: From the Mediterranean Sea to the Sonoran Desert 
– A conversation with Haidi Sadik of Sea Watch and Scott Warren of No More Deaths 

 Congratulations to Dr. Scott Warren on his acquittal on one count of harboring undocumented 
immigrants!! 

 GSP became a Peace Partner Congregation of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship. Thank you Larry 
Washburn!! 

As you can see, we endured some challenges and accomplished many things during 2019. Thank you 
again for your continued support of GSP. I look forward to addressing new challenges and achieving 
many accomplishments with you in 2020. 

Peace, 

 

Phil Johnson 
Senior Warden 
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Junior Warden’s & Building & Grounds Committee’s 
Report to the Congregation, January 2020 

Kevan Perry, Junior Warden 

1.) CHURCH SAFETY: As noted in the Briefly earlier 2019, we have installed first aid kits in the church 
narthex and sanctuary. Those also include trauma kits. In McBride Hall, we have installed a 
commercial kitchen specific first aid kit. And in the Parish Office and church narthex, we have 
installed heat stress kits. These kits have already been used several times, more than proving 
their worth on those occasions. We will continue to identify and remedy church safety needs 
with diligent attention. 

2.) CHURCH INFRASTRUCTURE: We had a significant expenditure for a repair to the church air 
conditioning system. We need to be aware that we do have infrastructure that will require repairs 
like this as time goes on. Therefore, I ask that parishioners please be patient with our progress 
regarding infrastructure improvements and/or improvement suggestions that are not critical to 
the operation of the facilities. The reason I say this is because we are still looking at a major roof 
repair that we are planning a fundraiser for. But in the meantime, the church infrastructure still 
has other repairs that come up without prior notice. Such as a water heater for McBride Hall, 
which we had to replace. A new refrigerator for McBride Hall. And also plumbing issues with 
McBride Hall and also the undercroft. This is a joint effort by all of us to not only keep the church 
running, but prioritize that which we need now versus what we would like to do. We are also still 
trying to find seating for Joseph’s Pantry guests behind McBride Hall that would comply with city 
zoning codes.  

3.) BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS: We learned that having a monthly landscaping service was not a 
good value for us. Through observation, I discovered that what was being done each month was 
certainly not worth what we were paying. Thus, we cancelled monthly landscaping service and 
use an as-needed landscaping arrangement. We have already realized immediate cost savings to 
the church. I am creating a focus for our Buildings and Grounds Committee which will be centered 
on bringing our campus into more sustainable means of operation. I plan to explore rainwater 
harvesting for our irrigation needs, since water is a major monthly expense for us. The parking 
lot needs to be resurfaced, but we cannot undertake that until the roof is repaired. Be that as it 
may, through a great volunteer effort by Harlan Hokin, the potholes in the parking lot were filled.  

4.) CAMPUS SAFETY: The church campus is patrolled with the proviso that after 4 p.m., unless people 
are attending a meeting here after hours, or are approved guests, there should be no loitering. 
This provides a safe campus for those attending meetings here in the evenings. If there are any 
questions regarding campus security and/or safety, please bring them to me immediately.  

5.) FUTURE OUTLOOK: While we face challenges related to major infrastructure repair and the 
continuing expenses that arise unforeseen due to age of the buildings, I am confident we can 
meet these challenges. Not only can we meet these challenges, but we can build on those 
successes and build better church infrastructure in the process.  
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Treasurer’s Report to the Congregation, January 2020 
Wil Harri, Treasurer 
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Vision – Mission – Ministry 

Open to All 

GSP Spirit Players  
Grace St. Paul’s Spirit Players theatre ministry began in 2011 with the inaugural production of “A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Road to Jericho”, directed by Bob Sandine. Since that time the Players have 
produced a dinner theatre fundraiser each spring as well as monthly play readings throughout the year. 
This year the Dinner Theatre production was the one-act play “The Complete History of the Old 
Testament in 20 Minutes”; the diverse cast included parishioners ranging in age from 9 to 80-something. 
Deb Tinajero and Anne Sunderland created and served a delicious dinner to the sold-out house.  

Diversity was a focus for the monthly play readings; authors included women (Wendy Wasserstein, 
Agatha Christie, Lillian Hellman) and men from various cultural backgrounds – Irish, Chinese-American, 
Russian, and British. Topics covered an Irish family caught in the “Troubles” in Northern Ireland in the 
1980’s, an American family trying to get their father to church to be baptized in the 1890’s, a murder 
mystery play-within-a-play where everything goes wrong, and a variety of comic dilemmas from Russia. 
Attendance has grown steadily at the readings; now we average 20 participants each month. Everyone is 
welcome at the readings, whether to read or be part of an audience. Some very exciting plays are in the 
wings (pun intended) for 2020! 

Submitted by Nanalee Raphael 

 

Office Welcome Team (OWels) 
I wish to express my gratitude to the members of the Office Welcome Team. 

Morning Crew: 
Monday – open 
Tuesday – Jim Steinman  
Wednesday – Marilyn Abraham  
Thursday – Ann Schlumberger  
Friday – Joyce Henderson  
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Afternoon Crew: 
Monday – Halsy Taylor 
Tuesday – open  
Wednesday – Anne Cushman  
Thursday – Sharon McKenzie  

I want to thank John Banks, Kevan Perry, and Joe Thompson for covering the open spots as needed. 

I want to thank Margie King and Matt Riley for their time as a Volunteer in the front office over the past 
year. And a very special thank you to Jim Zuelow who was a front desk volunteer for years. 

These volunteers consistently represent GSP in its best light. They welcome visitors and members, 
enthusiastically, answer questions, direct phone calls, offer a friendly ear to folks who just need to chat, 
and even bake tasty treats for visitors and staff. These volunteers help the office run smoothly, and the 
office staff is very, very grateful to them! 

Submitted by Pam Spears, Parish Administrator 

 

Welcome Ministry 
The Hello Team remains dedicated to being present at the table in Mc Bride Hall. We had an addition of 
a chip clip to our other gift options of a tape measure, reusable grocery bags, a can kooszy and the orange 
carry all bags. I am very grateful to all who have served with me. 

Bruce Anderson 
Deb Tinajero 
Donna Johnson 
Michele Clark 
Karen Hanson 
Marge King 
Jim Steinman 
Rebecca Dickinson 
Dave Coatsworth 
Sinead Jackson 
Anton Faynberg 

Looking to 2020 I am hoping for an expansion of the Welcome committee to merge with the Greeters 
and even begin to radiate to the Vestry and the congregation to understand that EVERYONE is on the 
Welcome Team. It is everyone's calling to be present to the agenda of the kingdom on Sunday morning, 
setting aside your own thoughts and centeredness to seeing the joy in another’s presence. I absolutely 
believe it begins with our leaders and Vestry. So please volunteer yourself to Carol White to be with the 
Welcome Committee. 

Submitted by 
Carol White 
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Vision – Mission – Ministry 

Food for the Journey 

Bessie Edgar Memorial Altar Guild 
Altar Guild volunteers are the chambermaids, decorators, and preparers of ALL GSP church services, plus 
funerals and weddings. 

There are currently 3 teams that include 9 dedicated ladies plus some of their spouses who create a 
sacred environment for liturgy and worship. These dedicated volunteers serve with reverence, devotion, 
and attention to detail.  

Members include: Marilyn Abraham, Kay Buckler, Gwen McCaffrey, Barbara Morehouse, Sr. Alexandra 
Zarris, Ann Schlumberger, Karen McVean, Nancy Smith, and Jane Thrall. 

New members are always welcome to come and join us. We are a nice group of parishioners and we have 
a lot of fun. 

Special thanks to Terry and Fr. Kelsey for baking the communion bread; plus James and Will for doing the 
heavy lifting and providing us with cleaning supplies and communion wine. 

Flower Ministry 

Flowers are gifts donated by parishioners that are used in worship and praise of the creator of life. The 
Flower Calendar is in the narthex along with a blue paper to fill out with a dedication statement and date 
to be turned into David Wachter or e-mailed to him. Flowers are provided by Arizona Flowers Inc. 

Submitted by Jane Thrall 

 

Children, Youth and Families 
“Is anything too wonderful for God?” ~ Genesis 18:14 

 

We are grateful to be partnering with the Love First Project again this year for children’s faith formation. 
It’s a simple and deeply meaningful approach to children’s ministry. The goal is to help parents raise 
loving and compassionate children who know and understand God is first and foremost all about love. 
It’s cornerstone theology is acknowledging children as ministers themselves and that they participate in 
God’s mission in the world of helping to alleviate the suffering of others. Scripture is the heartbeat of 
the program and digs deeply into Bible stories looking at each one from different points of view and 
through the eyes of each character. Other focus points include encouraging intergenerational 
relationships, empowering lay leadership, and understanding children’s ministry as a ministry of the 
whole church for the whole church.  

“In case you’ve forgotten: you are loveable. 
Loving others is the right thing to do 

even if it takes courage. 
God is love.” * 
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This framework guides the Children, Youth and Families Ministry as we seek to know and understand 
our call as Jesus people, to make our time together meaningful by building loving relationships and 
growing our faith.  

Each class time we begin with prayer and a mindfulness exercise teaching practices that help children 
develop their faith life and lovingly care for their bodies. Children learn how to rest and calm themselves 
when needed. Another gift of this program is integrating what they are learning on Sunday mornings 
with what happens in their lives the rest of the week.  

We are blessed with an awesome group of teachers again this year that includes: Anne Harri, Betty 
Rathbone, Gwen McCaffrey, Jennifer Katcher, Jim Kane, Laurie Finn, Madeleine Caldwell, Maria Ramirez, 
Mary Prasciunas, Mary Steffenson, and Sandra Thompson. Teachers are scheduled once or twice a 
month except for Madeleine who is a constant presence in the 3rd-5th grade classroom. We are grateful 
for her dedication and volunteerism to children’s ministry! 

 

 

 

 

On a worksheet the children in grades 3-5 complete each Sunday asking 
questions about what they are grateful for, looking forward to, worried 
about, and prayer concerns. 
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“Love First” ~ GSP Summer Camp  

We were the pilot site for the Love First Day Camp this year as we spent the week unpacking the story 
of Bartimaeus, talking a lot about love, enjoying arts and crafts, singing and worshiping together, learning 
martial arts, and putting love into action by sending messages of encouragement and support to the 
women at Eloy Detention Center.  

New this year was asking volunteers to serve as “Camp Grandparents.” Their presence was simply to 
love and support the kids and fill in where needed. They were a wonderful addition to an already 
delightful week! 

Our talented team of team leaders included: 

Joseph Stefani – kitchen crew 
Victoria Stefani – arts and crafts 
Fr. Allen Breckenridge – recreation and music 
Laurie Finn – preschoolers  
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Summer Fun 

 Chapel Rock Camp, Prescott, AZ: Thank you for supporting the children and youth by providing 
scholarships to go to camp again last summer. We sent eight children and youth to Chapel Rock and 
it continues to be a highlight of the children’s summer.  

 “Celebrating God’s 
Creation” ~ Summer 
Sunday School: We had 
a one-room classroom 
and learned about Bible 
stories celebrating 
God’s creation of 
water, plants, food and 
animals. Madeleine 
Caldwell and Jim Kane 
did excellent work 
together as lead 
teachers. Each class 
began with mindfulness 
and prayer time as the 
children always have 
concerns for which we 
need to pray. A highlight of the summer session was the Red Sea Run as kids dressed up as Moses, 
raised their staff, and “ran” through the Red Sea. Bubba Bear enjoyed the activity as well! We 
concluded by participating in pledging to care for creation with the rest of the congregation during 
a Sunday morning worship service.  

 Holy Roller Bowling event: About 40 of us gathered at Lucky Strike Bowl for an end of summer 
bowling party that included silly prizes for high and low scores. We had seven lanes, seven pizzas and 
ages spanning from three-years-old to seventy something. Thank you GSP for providing this fun 
activity for us! 
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Our Nursery 

A small dedicated team are responsible for loving the youngest members of the GSP family and we are 
grateful for their dedication to this important ministry. Argelia El-Khayat is on staff and present every 
Sunday while Ellen Caldwell and Eileen Mundt rotate in and out throughout the year. We are grateful 
for their service and loving care.  

Youth Group 

Youth Group began the year meeting once a month for community building and fun adventure!  

The kids were involved in a very special wedding in February, we baked soda bread for a St. Patrick’s day 
fundraiser, helped with all the Easter festivities, jumped on trampolines to celebrate the end of school, 
and did all things camp in June. Then, what started as a break to reorganize and regroup, to begin again 
in the fall, ended as a pause all together. We lost a huge presence when Joe Stefani decided to step back 
and have struggled to fill his large shoes. If you have a passion for working with teens, please let me 
know. Additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated as we seek to find our way forward. 

Acolytes 

We were blessed to have Martha Farnham lead a training in December so we had youth acolytes for the 
Christmas holiday season. Many thanks to Alyissa Holmes, Angelina Wang, Apiew Garang, Diing Garang, 
Eva Mae Ross, Harper Knutson, and Marissa Bury for their excellent service as the Acolyting Team.  

With love and gratitude, 
Pastor Kimberlee 

Bishop Jennifer Reddall visited Grace St. Paul's on May 5, and administered the Sacrament of confirmation to Diing Garang, Holden 
Knutson, Olivia Lara, Adit Ngang, and Angeth Ngang. 
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Choir 
As we move into a new year and the season of Epiphany, I would like to express gratitude to the choir 
and instrumentalists, and to Cathy Wolfson for her generous donation to the music program. Special 
thanks to David Wachter, Jane Click, and Rosalie Cassiday for being our keyboard magi. We could go all 
St. Gregory of Nyssa and only sing a cappella, but that tends to rule out a whole lot of really wonderful 
music. We also thank Joan Brundage and Susan Tjossem, who have subbed for the SpiritNow and 
SpiritSong services. 

Further, God bless Harlan Hokin richly for helping me with the choral library. We made some progress 
over the year clearing out scores to make room for new music, but there’s more to be done. That’s true 
of just about anything in life, of course. Once we get a couple of boxes filled, we can send them to Phoenix 
for other churches to use. Susan Marcus, Wendy Pipentacos, and Barbara Pritchard have also helped with 
that task. 

We celebrated Shrove Tuesday with our fantastic jazz quartet, always a high point of the year. This year’s 
artists were Mike Moynihan, saxophone; Jeff Haskell, piano; Jack Wood, bass; and Adam Ackermann, 
drums. 

The bluegrass aficionados were busy this year. Don Lundy’s ensemble, Catalina Drive, sang and played 
for Palm Sunday and Good Friday. John Camm sang and played banjo and guitar at the 7:45 a.m. service. 
The early service is getting more music that it used to, thanks to John, Dave Coatsworth, Bob Cummings, 
and (especially) James Neeley. 

Rod Warfield, Phil Johnson, and Sinead Jackson provided really cool music for the Earth Day festival, 
including a song written by Sinead herself. Rod, Phil, and Harlan are movable feasts when it comes to 
music at Grace St. Paul’s, incidentally.  

We also have a group of Native American flute players in the congregation, including Joan Brundage, 
Karen Hanson, Kevan Perry, Kika and Mark Weber, and James White. Individually and severally, they have 
played for us throughout the year. 

Armen Dirtadian, son of Henry and Rosie Dirtadian, sang with us for Ash Wednesday and the first Sunday 
in Lent. He also graciously presented us with one of his own compositions, which we sang on Christmas 
Eve with stellar mezzo Korby Myrick. We are grateful for sharing his multifaceted talent with the parish. 

Our summer music program was its usual diverse self. The GSP Love First Summer Camp kids 
demonstrated some of the songs they’d been working on during the third week in June. Michael Manning 
shared his piano chops in exchange for use of the church for performances by The Endicott Players. As 
always, we rely on the talents of members of the choir and congregation, vocal and instrumental, to bring 
music to the table when the choir is on break. 

We’ve had our losses. We are deeply grieved at the death of Tom Ham, which despite his illness was 
unexpected. Monsieur Jambon was a stalwart choir baritone. His booming voice often could be heard in 
the Prayers of the People. For many years, he was on duty serving libations on Shrove Tuesday. He was a 
blessing and will be deeply missed by all who knew him. 

Dick Jenrow has taken a leave of absence but assures me he will be back soon. He’s in his 90’s. Just saying. 
We have at least four octogenarians, as well. We welcomed alto Patty Rushing and soprano Francesca 
Jarvis (my mom) to the choir—they’re great additions! Liz Durham has returned (yay) to be the other 
female tenor in our section. Harlan helped Jill figure out an electronic magnification system so that she 
can still read music and keep singing with us (in case you were wondering what that equipment was in 
the midst of the alto section). 
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We continue to wear the surplices and cassocks that Nanalee Raphael mended for us. Beats the heck out 
of spending a bomb on new ones and fits in with the general ethos of Grace St. Paul’s—reuse and recycle. 
Our needs are few, really. We just need enough singers for each part, enough new music to not be boring, 
and the ability to bring in outside players when needed. It helps if you don’t care about living during Holy 
Week. 

The years pass. We gain new members and some are even, wait for it, young, but we need music in the 
schools, or kids don’t have a frame of reference for the kind of thing we do. I feel confident, though, that 
the church of the future will figure it out. We adjust as needed on a daily basis. 

Thank you all for your support and your comments. I try to ensure you have the music program you hope 
for. Come join us if you feel so inclined, whether you are 20 or 90. We carry on! 

 Music Staff: Christina Jarvis, Director of Music; David Wachter, Organist; Jane Click, Pianist. 

 Stunt Staff: Susan Marcus, Substitute Choir Director; and Rosalie Cassiday, Substitute Organist. 

 SpiritSong Cantors: Joan Brundage, Fr. Steve Kelsey, and Greg Swanson (sub) 

 Adult Choir Members (all or part of the year): Bruce Anderson, Steve Black, Phyllis Cameron, 
Richard Cameron, Dave Coatsworth, Liz Durham, Tom Ham, Rick Hanson, Joyce Henderson, 
Caroline Hokin, Harlan Hokin, Miriam Huber, Spencer Hunter, Francesca Jarvis, Dick Jenrow, Phil 
Johnson, Cricket Kelbaugh, Dick Kelbaugh, Jill McCollum, Karen McVean, Susan Marcus, Barbara 
Morehouse, Wendy Pipentacos, Barbara Pritchard, Betty Rathbone, Sam Reynolds, Patty Rushing, 
Ann Stephens, Jane Thrall, Angel Wang, Pete Weiblen, Jeff White, Cathy Wolfson, and Laura 
Worcester. 

 The GSP Bluegrass Ensemble (all or part of year): Don Lundy, John Camm, Bob Cummings, Wesley 
Hunter, and Phil Johnson. 

 Vocal Soloists: Terry Coatsworth Bagwell, soprano; John Camm, baritone; Dave Coatsworth, 
tenor; Armen Dirtadian, baritone; Caroline Hokin, soprano; Harlan Hokin, tenor; Spencer Hunter, 
bass; Wesley Hunter, bass; Sinead Jackson, mezzo; Mark Jarvis, baritone; Don Lundy, baritone; 
Susan Marcus, mezzo; Korby Myrick, mezzo; James Neeley, baritone; Wendy Pipentacos, soprano; 
Barbara Pritchard, soprano; Ann Stephens, mezzo; Halsy Taylor, contralto; and Winifred Williams, 
soprano. 

 Instrumentalists: Adam Ackermann, drums; Bruce Anderson, cello; James Beckwith, piano; David 
Bishop, guitar; Fr. Allen Breckenridge, guitar; Sam Brown, guitar; James Callegary, tenor; John 
Camm, guitar; Jason Carder, trumpet; Rosalie Cassiday, piano; Jane Click, piano; Adam Conyne, 
ambient electronic improvisation; Kathy Creath, oboe; Bob Cummings, guitar; Karen Hanson, 
Native American flute; Rick Hanson, percussion; Jeff Haskell, piano; Wesley Hunter, violin, viola, 
and string bass; Don Lundy, guitar and mandolin; Michael Manning, piano; Robert Marshall, cello; 
Michael Moynihan, saxophone; Sierra Norris, flute; Kevan Perry, Native American flute; Susan 
Tjossem, piano; Rose Todaro, violin; Kathryn Twinfeathers, Native American flute; Tom Urda, 
piano; Rod Warfield, electric guitar; Kika Weber, Native American flute; Mark Weber, Native 
American flute; James White, Native American flute; Jack Wood, bass. 

If I’ve forgotten anything or anybody, please forgive me. Hoping for another strong year in 2020! 

Peace, 
Christina Jarvis, Music Director 
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Eucharistic Assistants, 7:45 a.m. 
Cross training has been an essential aspect of insuring that the chancel responsibilities are met for the 
7:45 Sunday service. Ten parishioners loving serve as Lectors at the 7:45 Sunday service. In addition there 
are 8 individuals who faithfully serve as Chalice Bearers, with four of these also doubling as Acolytes 
when needed and three of them also serving as Lectors. Joe and Sandra Thompson and Fenton Johnson 
are the newest volunteers for this ministry. We are always on the lookout for more help, particularly in 
the summer when people are out of town. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Schlumberger 

 

Lectors, Chalice Servers, Subdeacons, 10 a.m. 

2019 was a BANNER YEAR for us! Finally, after many moons/years, we have new albs! 🙏 Thank you, is 
never enough to our generous donors who made all this possible with the Funds, and to Nanalee Raphael 
who did the measuring, ordering, hemming, pressing and numerous other tweaks and tasks. Nanalee, 
you did a STELLAR JOB! Your Theater, Costume and Art design talents paid off in Spades. Unending Kudos 
from all of us, who get to wear them. And we still receive compliments on how "Angelic" we look in our 

"Holy White." 😇 Thank you all. 

We gained some new Lectors and Chalice Servers this past year. Mary-Page Jones, Beatrice Washburn as 
lectors.  

Linda Rinehart and Paul Impey have been added to our chalice servers; Paul also serves as a subdeacon. 
We "lost" Anton to C.D.S.P. where he is pursuing his studies for Ordination to the Priesthood. 

We have welcomed, Susan Erickson, who is serving with us during her, Deacon In Training program. We 
like to use, "DIT." She has served as a chalice bearer and subdeacon, and recently preached an excellent 
A+ sermon. She will now be assisting with setting the Table and serving bread, until she must leave us, 
and return to St Phillips and complete her Deaconate Studies. Susan's Ordination, "God Willing," will be 
June 13, at the Cathedral in Phoenix. I will miss you, Susan; you are fun to "work" with and know you 
stuff! Soon to be: Deacon Extraordinaire! 

We continually work to improve upon our Liturgies. We want to provide the best possible liturgical 
offerings for every service, (more than just Sunday's), to enhance the essence of the current Liturgical 
Season. This involves all of us sharing ideas and working together; clergy, music director, altar guild 
director and lay assistants ministry scheduler. This is the major discussion input, as we go through all the 
weekly bulletins, checking every little detail, during our Liturgy Group Meetings. We use a "Draft" Bulletin 
to work with, then all changes made are sent to David to finalize before printing. 

Thank you all, for your support, and to so many for your willingness to serve. You are appreciated. 

Closing on a very high note: After two plus years of horrific knee and leg issues, Sr. Carol will be back in 
the chancel this month, to serve a chalice. WELCOME BACK! You have been missed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Willie Schlentz 
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Grief Ministry 
Grace St. Paul’s grief ministry provides a place of solace, like a best friend, where you can fully express 
your feelings of loss or how lonely you feel and where people will listen. This ministry goes beyond one-
to-one and group grief pastoral care, and our memorial connections. 

In addition to the Good Grief Group, individual grief support is offered on a in-person, 1:1 basis. For 2019, 
we provided 1:1 spiritual support with individuals as needed and when the Grief Group was not being 
held.  

A Grief Group was held during February 2019. In order to encourage understanding in the group’s 
purpose and activity:  

“Grief can be an important part of our spiritual journey. This group will be a safe place to explore our grief 
experience and its potential for spiritual transformation. This group is experiential with music, guided 
meditation, prayer, short readings, as well as opportunities to share. All kinds of grief experiences 
including the loss of an animal companion are welcome.  

As a form of 1:1 support, as appropriate, we will send a card to those receiving memorial support from 
our Grief Ministry. Usually, we receive a referral through the church office following a memorial service 
or a ministry member receives a referral directly. This ministry is for those members of Grace St. Paul’s, 
their family members, or close friends needing support, and/or for those whose animal companions have 
died.  

Currently, those who are providing the memorial connections are (in no particular order): Marilyn Atha, 
Alysha Collins, Laurie Finn, Brother Chuck Hannan OSF, Pamela Mallory, Ann Schlumberger, Carol Willans, 
and Rev. Chris. During 2019 we served many individuals with in-person or written memorial connections, 
waling the grief journey with them. As in the past, this year’s report will not contain a specific number of 
recipients in order to avoid “objectifying” this sacred ministry. Needless to say, this is a great ministry you 
can do from home, materials are provided, reminders are sent, and we need YOUR help. Contact Rev. 
Chris or Laurie Finn if you’d like to join us.  

A unique feature of this meaningful ministry is that group and individual support is available for those 
who grieve the loss of a companion animal. (See Animals and Spirituality Ministry annual report for more 
information.) 

If you would like to be a member of this spiritual ministry, please contact Rev. Chris Ledyard at 
mach8350@hotmail.com. This year, Laurie Finn is assisting with the organization and keeping the 
communication records up to date on the providers and recipients of Grief Ministry memorial 
connections.  

Please do contact a member of this ministry, including Rev. Chris Ledyard at mach8350@hotmail.com or 
the Church office, for support through your grief and/or loss process.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Deacon Chris Ledyard 

 

Intercessory Prayer Team 
The Reverend Chris Ledyard and Lynne Albright are co-leading this ministry. The leaders send out prayer 
requests to the Intercessory Prayer Team (IPT) when they are received anytime during the week/month. 

mailto:mach8350@hotmail.com
mailto:mach8350@hotmail.com
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This is a confidential request. Information is not shared with anyone else no in the IPT, it is not published. 
It is separate from the church bulletin’s prayer listing.  

Chris and Lynne take turns handling the requests depending upon schedules so we request that you send 
prayer requests to this email address: prayers@grace-stpauls.org. It’s interesting in that some requests 
come from people outside of our Grace St. Paul’s community. We have honored all requests.  

Please keep your prayer requests relatively brief and concise. Prayers may be for parishioners, family 
members, friends, acquaintances, and/or animals. As in the past, this year’s report will not contain a 
specific number of requests in order to avoid “objectifying” this sacred ministry. 

If you would like to join this Team—please send an email to that same address listed above with your 
name and email. 

We thank all of the GSP parishioners who participate and support this ministry. 

Peacefully,  
The Rev. Chris Ledyard and Lynne Albright 

 

Library Committee 
Joyce Henderson and Sara Heitshu are GSP’s Library Committee. 

The GSP Library is in the process of reorganization. Due to the loss of more than one third of the books, 
current catalogued books are in the glass cases in McBride Hall. Information on hours of operation and 
donation procedures are forthcoming. 

Submitted by Joyce Henderson 

 

Pastoral Care  
At Grace St. Paul’s, our “pastoral care” may well be called “mutual care” – we all offer support to one 
another, and to many beyond our church walls. All are invited to be part of this ministry, both as care-
givers and care-receivers! 

Whenever you or any in your circle of family & friends need support, please be in touch directly with one 
of the clergy or a member of the Pastoral Care Support Team. During the day, please call our office 
number at 520 327-6857. If your concern is urgent please call the Pastoral Care Phone number 520 668-
5727  

The Pastoral Care Support Team [PCST} strives to ensure that the pastoral needs of all members of GSP 
are being met. We meet monthly to support the many members of the PCST in their ministry to people 
in need. We often work in teams especially with those we follow for months and years. We are mobile in 
that we can meet at the church, home, in care facilities, or in hospitals. We collaborate and assist the 
leaders of Healing Touch, Grief Ministry and Eucharistic Visitors. Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is coordinated 
by Joyce Henderson. Pastoral counseling is offered to individuals upon request.  

Those serving on the “Pastoral Care Support Team” in 2018 were Alysha Collins, Ann Schlumberger, Sister 
Carol Matthew (Willans), Brother Chuck Hannan, Kay Bigglestone, Kay Buckler, Lynne Albright, Marilyn 
Abraham, Nanalee Rafael,, Patricia Dickson, Stephen Hymel, Miriam Huber, Terry Shreve, Carol White, 
Chris Eastoe, Yvonne Maynard, Susan Bedrick, Virginia and Jim Zuelow, Paul Impey, Pam Mallory, Marilyn 

mailto:prayers@grace-stpauls.org


28 
 

Atha, Pam Spears, Laurie Finn, Susan Erickson, Steve Keplinger, Steve Kelsey, Richard Mallory, Kimberlee 
law, Lynne Marie Hunter, Chris Ledyard, and Nancy Meister.  

In the past year, we have been strengthened with Deacon Nancy Meister and Laurie Finn partnering with 
Steve Kelsey as a leadership team. It has ensured more consistent leadership presence, as well as far 
more experience and wisdom being added to the mix! In 2020, Chaplain Steve Kelsey is pulling back from 
Pastoral Care leadership. Deacon Nancy Meister, Deacon Chris Ledyard and Laurie Finn will be the 
leadership team.  

We are grateful for Phyllis Denison’s coordination of the transportation ministry. We are now looking for 
someone who can take charge of transportation in 2020.  

We are always ready to receive and mentor anyone who is called to pastoral care ministry. Sometimes, 
the need is for a listening presence, sharing of the bread and wine as a Eucharistic Visitor, offering a ride, 
a healing touch visitor. We welcome you to let us know of a need and we will respond as soon as possible 
to your concerns. Please call one of us—Deacon Chris Ledyard, Deacon Nancy Meister, or Laurie Finn and 
we can share how personally rewarding being part of the Pastoral Care Support Team is.  

Submitted by The Rev. Nancy Meister 

 

Spirit Now — Worship in the Spirit of the Emerging Church 
Spirit Song — Worship In the Style of Taizé 
Spirit Now, an “Emerging Church” service, meets the second, third and fourth Thursday evenings of the 
month at 6:00 P.M. around a table in McBride Hall. This service offers you an opportunity to worship with 
a small group of from eight to sixteen people and experience singing of chants, piano and sometimes 
harp music, and meditation. Different people lead the “Liturgy of the Word” that includes readings and 
prayers, followed by meditation and responses to them. Members support one another in planning and 
leading the service. You will have an opportunity if desired to be creative in designing the service using 
readings from different faith traditions, original writing or poetry, music or art. This is followed by a 
communion service, the sharing of bread and wine. Father Steve Kelsey is our clergy leader. On the third 
Thursday of the month we share a “finger food” potluck and planning circle following the service.  

We sponsor special services on feast days. The most visible one is the Ofrenda, that is an altar for Dia de 
Los Muertos, Day of the Dead. The Ofrenda is for all to share in honoring and remembering people and 
family that they have lost. This occurs on All Souls and All Saints Sundays. We have a tradition of the 
observance of Ascension Thursday each year.  

 Members also help to plan and lead Spirit Song, our service in the Taizé tradition. Spirit Song is the first 
Thursday at 6 p.m. in the Chancel. Taizé chants are sung alternating with readings and prayers. This is a 
contemplative spiritual experience in candlelight and is forty-five minutes. It is supported by pianist Jane 
Click and a cantor.  

Come and See and you may ------------ 

Chris Eastoe, Steve Kelsey, Nancy Meister 
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Ushers 

I was the usher lead for all of 2019. I wanted to point out those with perfect attendance, who ushered 
each of their assigned Sundays—13 in all for the year: Michele Clark; Jeanne Fearson; Shari Murphy; Kika 
& Mark Weber - and each of them ushered for special services too! Thank you very much! 

AND, a big thank-you to Pia Cuneo and her group at the 7:45 a.m. service; they serve pretty much every 
Sunday since there are so few of them!  

The Usher Teams serve at every Sunday service, plus special services at Easter and Christmas. We also 
usher at memorial services and weddings or whenever we are needed! Thank you to all who have 
ushered during 2019:  

Dianne Bret Harte 
Michele Clark 
Chris Cole† 
Jay Elliston 
Anton Faynberg 
Jeanne Fearson 
Craig Garver 
Sinead Jackson 
Lisa Jones 
Jean Marie Keplinger 
Ron Knutson 
Sharon McKenzie 
Nancy Moritz 
Shari Murphy 
Jane Nakazato 
Katie Reynolds 
Kathy Roberson 
Cynthia Sorrenson-Carter 
Steve Streeter 
Jane Thrall 
Beatrice ML Washburn 
Rod Warfield 
Francisca (Kika) Weber 
Mark Weber 
Jim Zuelow 
Virginia Zuelow 

Submitted by Joyce Warfield 
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Vision – Mission – Ministry 

Change the World 

Animals & Spirituality 
At Grace St. Paul’s, we are providing an excellent opportunity to care for God’s creation through the 
Animals and Spirituality Ministry. Our mission statement reads as follows: “The Animals & Spirituality 
Ministry—focusing on the goodness of God’s creation and embracing our role as loving, responsible 
caretakers of God’s creation, with an emphasis on all animals.” The mission statement includes all 
animals throughout the world including farm animals and endangered species.  

Our ministry is different in that meetings are rarely held, as most of our communication is done 
through emails. If you wish to be added to the mailing list, send your name and email address to The 
Rev. Chris Ledyard at mach8350@hotmail.com. When we meet, it’s usually during a project such as 
arranging for the community microchipping of dog and cats on February 9, 2019, as well as packaging 
the food for the animals of our Pantry guests. Emails consist of updates, and forwards from other list-
serves on animals, i.e. endangered species, farm animals, companion animals, training, etc.  

Here’s a brief, non-inclusive review and commentary of what we have accomplished this past year and 
plan to continue in 2019:  

Community Events:  

Microchipping of dogs. In conjunction with two community agencies, a low-cost microchip your dog 
was hosted by this ministry in February 2019. 40 dogs participated in this event. Which was the largest 
low-cost event that they had held. This event was advertised throughout Tucson.  

Climate Change/Green Earth Festival: We staffed a table with our literature related to this Ministry and 
related to the impact that climate change has on our sacred brothers and sisters.  

Two collections of dog and cat food for Joseph’s Pantry guests: the congregation donated over 1700 
pounds of dog and cat food in 2019. Thanks to assistance from Ministry members and the Grace St. 
Paul’s congregation, it packaged it up for the Pantry guests on the day collected. It seems to be going 
rather quickly- usually within weeks. This is a multi-ministry project including Joseph’s Pantry, the GSP 
Communications team, Youth ministries, and parish staff including David Wachter and Pam Spears. This 
is successful because of your generous contributions and the hard work of the various ministries. 
Nanette Alvarez is our coordinator of the repackaging effort- and has done a great job keeping us all 
organized, with an accurate count.  

Becoming a pet food resource: As of two years ago, Grace St. Paul’s has made the commitment to 
never be without dog or cat food. Joseph’s Pantry is now listed as a food resource for dog and cat food. 
This is why your food contributions are so important throughout the year, and should not be limited to 
food drives.  

Your Animal Memorial Garden: was blessed by the GSP community in May 2015. Most of the 
companion animal memorial services are held as a public community memorial service/burials and a 
few have been private. The animal guardians choose whichever fits their comfort level. It was a truly 
spiritual experience! We currently have more than 49 cremains buried in the garden, of dogs, cats, 
lizards, birds, etc. This summer, the plants have replaced the overcrowded aloes, and are watered on a 
regular basis, providing a peaceful space. We need to have a water source put in at the garden. This 
would greatly enhance an opportunity to put in plants that would attract birds and butterflies, and to 
fulfill a plan from the original drawings to put a natural barrier between the walkway and the garden. 
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We hope you will consider this spiritual opportunity for the burial of your companion animals. Also, we 
encourage people to contact the church office to have a memorial plaque posted on the memorial wall.  

Annual community Celebration of Life/Memorial/Burial: was held in October had 20 participants with 
the burial of 12 animal cremains. 

Blessing of the Animals service—in conjunction with Father Steve and the liturgy committee. This year, 
it was held in conjunction with the Climate Change festival in October, so we had more dogs, cats, and 
lizards than usual, with fun and love as the operative words. The Liturgy is just awesome, and all are 
welcome regardless of animal or animal guardianship status. All are invited to bring pictures of one’s 
deceased animals for further blessings and remembrances at this service.  

Pastoral support for those whose pet has died, in the form of memorial services as well as one-on-one 
support has occurred throughout the year. Some have come to the annual Grief group. We are looking 
forward to continuing this ministry throughout 2020. As we learn about adoptions, sickness, and 
deaths, we send a notification and prayer to the Animal and Spirituality ministry members, and 
Intercessory Prayer Team via email so a community prayer may be raised-up for the animals and their 
companions. Additionally, as part of the Grief Ministry, memorial cards are sent to those from GSP who 
have lost a companion animal, as we learn about it.  

 Names of ill or deceased animals listed in the weekly GSP Sunday bulletin. This is arranged through 
David Wachter in our church office and will continue through 2019. Please let David and/or Rev. Chris 
know as you experience or hear of a companion animal who is ill or deceased.  

Collection of blankets and towels for Pima Animal Care Center residents: Molly Johnson has been 
instrumental in coordinating this ministry, from weekly delivery of our donations to developing the 
bulletin announcements. Your generosity for this ministry is appreciated by the animals at PCCC. Your 
contribution provides comfort and an important sense of security – which enhances the opportunity to 
become adoptable to a forever home.  

Development of a crisis resource list—we need a listing of people and/or organizations that can help 
with pet needs during short-term, crisis situations. It is not an organized/standardized effort yet. This is 
an area that has included ministry members and Grace St. Paul’s members who were able to contribute 
time, effort, and space. Animals and Spirituality Ministry members and other congregants have been 
able to provide short-term foster care while the congregant has been in the hospital, sick, etc. We 
encourage all companion animal lovers who are currently with pets in their lives to have a crisis plan 
with names, phone numbers, and email addresses in place, where you have already arranged for your 
pet’s care while in the hospital – which can happen suddenly and not be pre-planned.  

Ministry Inventory: During our April 2017 meeting, it was decided to have a minimum of an annual 
meeting to conduct an inventory of what we do, what we do well, where and how we can improve, and 
consider what else we could be doing for taking this ministry to the outside world. We did not have one 
during 2019, but are planning to have one in 2020.  

Other Projects: Another special project was putting articles in the Briefly and the Bulletin, written by 
various members so people can understand what we do as a Ministry. Sinead Jackson has been an 
active person with this. Lastly, we have a list serve/blog which is sent at least once a week with Animal 
news, or items related to Animals/Care of Creation. You can join, just let us know thru the Church office 
or Rev. Chris.  

There are many unnamed people who work with/for this ministry and do whatever/whenever they can 
to further the spiritual interest in the love and compassion of God’s creation as expressed through our 
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companion animals and all animals on earth. We, including the animals, are grateful and appreciate 
your contributions and services!  

Please contact us through the Church office when we can be of service.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Animals and Spirituality Ministry 

 

Bread from the Pantry 
Bread from the Pantry went through three transitions in 2019. 

May 9: The responsibilities of coordinating transferred from Stephen Hymel to Sharon McKenzie. 

June 1: The Center of Opportunity opened its doors at 4550 S. Palo Verde Rd. It started with helping a 
little over 100 people. By the end of 2019, that number increased to nearly 400. It currently receives the 
most bread by volume, especially after receiving a donation of an industrial bread slicer. 

July 15 - August 2: Beyond Bread's Campbell location was temporarily closed for renovations, reopening 
on August 3. 

Other than those three eventful months, the rest of the year went relatively smoothly. It's from the 
dedication and proactive spirit of the pickup, sorting, and delivery volunteers, along with the relatives 
and friends who help them.  

Submitted by Sharon McKenzie 

 

Green Church 
At Grace St. Paul’s, our Green Church Ministry is called to Support the Creation care mission of the 
Episcopal Church, by Educating parishioners,  

Supporting recycling efforts and discouraging the use of plastic, teaching about eco-justice, sustainability, 
biodiversity, climate, and Creation care, and networking with other local churches and organizations on 
Creation care activities. There were a quite a number of outstanding activities in 2019 including two 
major GSP initiatives, expanding our outreach to other Tucson churches and maintaining the Adamah 
garden through the growing season.  

Green Church participants this past year included Jim Steinman, Barbara Morehouse, Karen Hanson, Jean 
Marie Keplinger, Jane Conlin, Holly Shin, Phyllis Denison, with Spencer Hunter and Angel Wang as co-
leads, and also Joe Stefani, Rev Chris Ledyard, Susan Erickson, and Rev John Leech. Jill McCollum and 
Bruce Anderson also lead an activity to encourage and teach proper recycling actions at our weekly coffee 
hours.  

During Lent and Easter Season, we strongly supported The Episcopal Church's campaign for the Creation 
Care Pledge. You may recall posters of Bishop Jennifer, PB Michael Curry, and Past-PB Katherine Jefferts-
Schori appearing around our campus, in McBride Hall, the Narthex, and the Undercroft, all urging us to 
guard the integrity of Creation and the living species co-inhabitating the Earth with us. The bishop upon 
her visit was struck by our visibly creation-oriented spirit.  

During the growing season, Joe Stefani took the lead on renewing the Adamah garden soil, with 
assistance from the rest of us. The garden also gave the Sunday school children an opportunity to get 
involved with planting tomatoes, marigolds, and zucchini, and then later to harvest tomatoes which were 
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first blessed as fruits of the harvest by Rev John and Pastor Kim, before being served to parishioners at 
coffee hour. The garden is being currently being renewed for a winter planting of lettuce, onions, kale, 
and other veggies.  

We've made a number of contacts with other local churches, principally neighboring Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church with whom we've been planning to reach out to a wider circle of Tucson congregations 
that share our progressive creation-oriented values. The Interfaith Creation Festival at GSP in October 
was a fantastic success that drew in many Tucson organizations and folks from Our Saviour’s, Our Mother 
of Sorrows, St. Philip in the Hills, St. Francis in the Foothills, St. Michaels and All Angels, St. Pius X, Rincon 
UCC, and Southside Presbyterian. We're looking forward to more joint events together in 2020.  

Grace St Paul’s was presented with the S.A.G.E. (Spirited Activists Greening the Earth) award by Arizona 
Interfaith Power and Light in recognition and appreciation of our efforts over many years, to care for 
Creation.  

At this year’s Diocesan Convention, Spencer Hunter hosted a table on our activities. We are looking 
forward to next year’s Diocesan Convention which will be held in the greater Tucson area and is likely to 
feature a theme of Creation Care.  

We are expanding our outreach to participate in other Tucson groups that engage in sustainability, 
recycling, alternative energy, reducing waste, supporting organic gardening and biodiversity, and 
combating climate change. Please consider joining in these rich and rewarding efforts on behalf of God’s 
Creation.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Angel Wang, co-chair 
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Joseph’s Pantry 
Summary 

Joseph’s Pantry (JP) continues to experience high levels of commitment from volunteers and the parish. 
Some of our programs experienced lower demand in 2019 thank in 2018 and 2017; others experienced 
significantly higher demand. While there are some decreases from year to year, demand for all services 
continues to be high. 

In 2019, the pantry was awarded a grant for $8,500 dollars by the Arizona Association of Food Banks to 
purchase two new refrigerators and a new chest freezer. This has radically expanded our ability to store 
and distribute frozen meat and fresh fruit and vegetables. Delivered at the end of the summer, they’ve 
already been incredibly useful. 

 

Activity 2017 2018 2019 % change 

People served by JP 4666 3546 5030 +41% 

People served by CFB 2,136 3,485 1570 -55% 

Volunteer hours 1857 2359 2830 +20% 

Bags of pet food 1032 1551 1319 -15% 

Showers 2725 1724 2181 +27% 

Daily food 5293 6635 6619 -0.2% 

Small JP bags 1435 1346 1629 +21% 

Large JP bags 643 486 596 +23% 
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Small CFB boxes 1100 779 701 -10% 

Large CFB boxes 455 272 139 -49% 

Extra large CFB boxes 97 34 51 +50% 

 

CFB Food Box Program 

We are a distribution site of the Community Food Bank’s implementation of The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program, TEFAP, which is partially funded by both the Arizona Department of Economic 
Security and the US Department of Agriculture. This program provides a once-monthly box of food for 
individuals and families whose income is below 185% of the federal poverty level. The amount of food 
varies by household size. This food is provided at no charge to GSP. It is, in general, only a supplement to 
an individual or family’s food for a month. A recent box contained four cans, one each of vegetable soup, 
apple sauce, diced tomatoes, and green beans; rice, beans, macaroni and cheese, and corn flakes. The 
food in the CFB box only lasts so long, but it is a lifeline for individuals and families whose circumstances 
change quickly. 

Joseph’s Pantry Bag of Food Program 

Because the CFB food box can last any family only a few days, we also provide a bag of food from the 
church. This food comes from purchases made as part of the parish’s budget; from food donated by 
parishioners and other community members; and, from the CFB’s Agency Market, where food donated 
to the CFB in quantities to small to make it into the CFB box program are distributed to agencies around 
Southern Arizona. With this program, we are able to provide more flexibility, allowing pantry community 
members to choose from options within categories, e.g. a particular kind of soup, or a particular 
vegetable. This choice might seem small, but it is part of a growing movement in food security circles to 
increase the dignity and respect for individuals and households at food pantries. GSP has always been a 
leader in this respect. 

Showers 

Members of the pantry community use the two showers underneath the narthex on Mondays, 
Wednesday, and Fridays throughout the year. An average of 15 showers were taken on shower days, with 
more people in the warmer months of the year.  

The pantry also offers all members of our community, not just those that shower here, toiletries as they 
are donated. We often have toothbrushes and toothpaste, dental floss, soap, deodorant, and feminine 
hygiene supplies. The demand for these products is steady, but the supply is variable, as we do not use 
any of our budget to smooth out the variation in our inventory. This service can be especially important 
because essential items like toilet paper, tampons, pads, deodorant, and lotion can’t be purchased with 
SNAP (what used to be called food stamps) and TANF (cash welfare benefits) are nearly impossible to 
qualify for in Arizona and come with a 1-year lifetime limit.  

It is especially obvious during the summer months, but, on any shower day it is easy to see the change in 
a person’s body language after they have had a chance to care for their body, and we are so thankful that 
GSP has the resources to offer this service. 
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Statement of non-discrimination 

Some of the people who come to the pantry have never before been to Grace St. Paul’s. Because they 
do not yet know that we are a loving and welcoming community, they may worry that we will not 
welcome them openly. To communicate the essential nature of how we wish to treat everyone, the 
Pantry team adopted the following state of non-discrimination: 

Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Joseph’s Pantry are a welcoming community. Beyond what we are 
required to do by law, we seek to make every person and every family feel welcomed and respected, 
without regard to race, color, ethnicity, national origin, immigration status, language, religion, age, 
disability, property, political affiliation, marital status, class, sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
gender identity, or medical condition. Everyone is welcome and everyone must be treated with kindness 
and respect. 

Bread and Coffee 

Thanks to our partners in the Bread for the Pantry ministry, Joseph’s Pantry always has bread. Thanks to 
donations from parishioners, we also always have coffee, cream, and sugar. In a perfect world, we would 
always have enough, an abundance sufficient to simply trust the people that come to us to take what 
they need. We do not yet live in that abundance, but the bread and coffee serve as symbols of the world 
we are working towards. They also serve to create a community of solidarity and mutual aid, and it is 
common to step out of the pantry door and hear conversations about the Social Services Ministry, 
available shelters, and places to get a hot meal. It is also common to hear stories told about family 
members and friends, books read, and movies watched. With a cup of coffee and something to eat, 
people are able to relax and have a peaceful moment. A woman who has come to the pantry 
intermittently for years described the campus and the pantry as an oasis in the city, a place of quiet and 
cool and calm. 

Holiday Party 

Thanks to a very generous gift from the family of a parishioner, we were again able to hold our annual 
holiday party for the people of the pantry community. More than 120 people joined us in McBride Hall 
for a dinner of egg, ham, and potato casserole, and parishioners helped pack 120 gift bags with gloves 
and hats and lotion and toothbrushes and gift cards for food. 

Submitted by Andrew Gardner 

 

Ministry to Migrants, Refugees & Asylum Seekers 
As this committee’s work has expanded, so has our name. The Radical Hospitality ministry was formed 
as a response to one immigrant family’s personal fear of family separation and deportation. Grace St. 
Paul’s continues to participate in this calling as a part of the New Sanctuary Coalition of several churches 
in Tucson. The bilingual Prayer Vigil for migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, begun to root our actions 
in spiritual discipline, continues every first and third Mondays at 6:00 p.m. 

Migrant and Refugee support soon expanded to our participation in shelters of the Methodist and 
Presbyterian churches, and especially in Casa Alitas, which relocated from the Benedictine Monastery to 
the former Juvenile Detention Center. GSP members continued to donate time, talents and material 
goods to these shelters. We have donated to several migrant families now living in Tucson awaiting the 
husband/father’s hearing while detained in Florence. Your prayers and Christmas cards continued to 
spiritually sustain immigrant women detained in Eloy, whose faith in the power of prayer inspired us to 
more fully commit to this aspect of our ministry. Our prayers and presence in support of No More Deaths 
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volunteer Scott Warren were answered with his acquittal of harboring undocumented immigrants in 
November. 

Just this month, the government’s “Migrant Protection Protocols,” more aptly called “Remain in Mexico,” 
has expanded from other border states to Arizona. Many asylum-seekers will now be returned from 
Arizona to shelters in Nogales, Sonora, and will be required to make their own way to Ciudad Juarez, just 
across the border from El Paso, for their asylum hearings. Our ministry, like many other migrant support 
groups, is now focusing on ways to help these families on the Mexican side of the border, who must 
endure cold weather in inadequate shelter, kidnapping, rape, and torture while waiting their turn to seek 
asylum in the U.S. We proudly carry the Grace St. Paul banner at demonstrations against this cruel 
program. It reads: “Love thy undocumented neighbor as thyself.” 

Artisans Beyond Borders, founded by GSP member and Casa Alitas Arts & Activities Coordinator Valarie 
James grew out of the trauma-informed Arts programming developed at Casa Alitas 2018 - 2019. Valarie 
co-curates a traveling exhibit of Casa Alitas drawings and paintings, “Hope and Healing: The Art of 
Asylum,” which give viewers the opportunity to learn about the experience of migration through the eyes 
of youth. Artisans Beyond Borders, a sister project, supports and advocates for Heritage Arts created by 
families while waiting in Nogales, Sonoran shelters to apply for U.S. asylum. Each original, hand-stitched 
work of art is a vote for beauty, faith, and self-determination in the middle of perilous migration and 
family displacement. Many of you bought the lovely, embroidered “mantas” during this year’s Christmas 
season. 

Our ministry has also deepened this year by organizing monthly Adult Spiritual Formation classes. Invited 
guests included representative from Casa Alitas (Katherine Smith), the Casa Mariposa Visitation Program 
in Eloy (Rocio Calderon) and Salvavision (Dora Rodriguez and GSP member Katie Hall Reynolds). Valarie 
James spoke in depth about the power of the arts in migrant support. We reviewed liberation theology 
and the Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre’s book, The U.S. Immigration Crisis in preparation for his presentation 
at the Arizona Diocese’s annual Border Summit. In-depth study of the root causes of migration will 
continue this year beginning with a diocesan-wide study of De la Torre’s book.  

Our work with migrants is as strong as your support for our ministry. We always welcome your 
participation in our work, the vigils at GSP and in the wider Tucson community. Your continued donations 
will be the backbone of our ministry during the coming year. Thank you for helping answer the biblical 
call to welcome the stranger and serve the least of our brothers and sisters. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Valarie James 

 

Primavera Dinners 
This committee has gone through a significant change in 2019. After many years of dedication Miriam 
Huber retired as the co-coordinator. Wendy Pipentacos and Carol White have stepped in. After a few 
informative discussions with Primavera Men’s Shelter a few things have changed but the tradition 
continues on the fourth Tuesday of every month Grace St Paul’s makes and serves dinner to the men that 
reside there.  

The menu has changed to Hamburger Stroganoff with a veges and dessert. We did surprise the men twice 
since August with one of their favorite meals but rarely receive and that is Pizza. Wendy and I have had 
the pleasure of working with: 
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Allen and Joan Brundage 
Joey 
Doris White 
Dick Kelbaugh 
Dave and Kelly Goodrich 
Carol Willans. 

Submitted by Carol White 

 

Prayer Shawls 
We are pleased to report that this year over 20 shawls 
were distributed to parishioners, Blue Christmas 
participants, and migrant families. In addition, the 
procedure to make prayer shawls available at the 
Welcome Table on Sunday is very popular. 

Submitted by Joyce Henderson, Sharon McKenzie, Laura 
Pascoe, Yvonne Maynard and Nan Hannan 

 

 

Social Services 
Let me send for some water so that you may wash… and rest… and refresh yourselves… 

— Genesis 18:4 

A heart to serve, 
A listening ear, 
And some assistance… 
with a bus pass, ID, clothing voucher, or referral  
is what this ministry is all about.  

We have been blessed with a wonderful group of volunteers that has grown from four to seven this year 
and includes: Br. Chuck Hannan (Mondays), Dianne Gundersen (Tuesdays), Debbie Tinajero and Harlan 
Hokin (Wednesdays), BJ Bower (Thursdays), Beatrice Washburn (Fridays) and Jim Williams who floats and 
fills in where needed.  

A team approach is vital and we work closely with the front desk volunteers (OWELS) who are the first to 
greet our clients when they walk through the door. This team approach was strengthened as volunteers 
from Joseph’s Pantry, OWELS, Social Services, and staff came together for a Saturday training in June 
from Interfaith Community Services. We learned tools to de-escalate challenging behavior to help our 
campus be a safe place for everyone.  

Our program is funded by several sources that includes the 1) Rector’s Discretionary Fund, 2) monthly 
gift from the former Benedictine Monastery, 3) Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 4) and grant money, 
including a grant from St. Alban’s Episcopal Church for $1000 to support the Sun Tran bus pass program.  

Approximate statistics from 2019… 

*Clients served = 2494 
Clothing vouchers = 650 
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Gas cards = $1095 
Bus Passes = $15,553 
ID Cards = $1344 

Referrals = too numerous to count! 

*(Note previous years, clients served: 2019 = 2008… 2013 = 595) 

Community Partners are key to this ministry and include the following:  

 Faith Community Connections Second Chance program – employment opportunities for those 
with prior conviction 

 HOPE – peer support and treatment access for opioid users 

 Interfaith Community Services (ICS) – priority referrals for assistance with rent, utilities and 
employment 

 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church – clothing vouchers from Restore  

 Pima County Community Action group – Emergency Assistance, food, medical prescriptions, 
rent/mortgage/utility assistance  

 Pima County One Stop – career center 

 Pima County Health Department – Hepatitis A Outreach 

 Primavera Foundation – affordable housing and employment 

 RAPP/La Frontera – outpatient and residential mental health and substance abuse treatment 
services 

 Tucson Pima Collaboration to end Homelessness (TPCH) – The “NEED HELP?” pamphlet lists GSP 
as a resource for food and other assistance.  

It is a joy to work one-on-one with someone and see them take a step to get on their feet once again… 
and this can be quite literally. One young man, who wears a size 18 shoe and obviously cannot find shoes 
anywhere, we were able to help by ordering a pair online. His whole face lit up with a smile when he saw 
the shoes, thanks be to God! 

For Christ, with you, 
Pastor Kimberlee 

 

WHAT WE DO ~ 

Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
2331 E. Adams Street, Tucson 85719 

(520) 327-6857 

Sunday Worship 
7:45 and 10:00 a.m. 

Joseph’s Pantry 
Open M-F, 9 a.m.-noon and most Saturdays 

2 Food Boxes each month 
Breakfast 

Showers M, W, F, 9–11 a.m. 

Social Services Office 
Open M-F, 9 a.m.-noon 

Bus cards, AZ State IDs, Clothing vouchers, Referral services 
 

Information sheet distributed to the community 
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Candidates for Vestry and Junior Warden 
The election is on Sunday, January 26, 2020 at the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

The Bylaws say this about vestry elections: “Nominations to the vestry and for junior warden shall be 
made by a nominating committee of no fewer than five persons including two retiring Vestry members, 
appointed by the Rector each year, subject to the approval of the Vestry. This committee shall report to 
the congregation six weeks before the annual meeting. Additional nominations may be made to the 
nominating committee or the Rector up to three weeks before the annual meeting. No nominations from 
the floor will be accepted.” 

Introducing the Candidates for Vestry & Junior Warden 

There are five (5) candidates for openings on the 2020 Vestry. In addition, there is one candidate running 
unopposed for the position of Junior Warden. The candidates are: 

For Junior Warden: Kevan Perry (incumbent) 
For Vestry: Harlan Hokin, Paul Impey, Dennis Kirchoff, Betty Rathbone, and Beatrice Washburn.  

 

Harlan Hokin 

In the Spring of 2018 I was first welcomed into GSP as if I were in the right 
place, at the right time, on the right turf—a sensation that has frequently 
eluded me. Opportunities immediately arose for me to participate, including 
singing in the choir, assisting with events, getting to know and engage with 
clergy and church officers, participating in GSP’s Social Services ministry, 
stepping in as a mid-term replacement on the Vestry and other things. I like 
it.  

I’m absurdly over-educated, have had a career as a teacher, performer, 
music director, personal investor and have traveled and lived outside the 
USA. I’m endlessly curious as I attempt to identify and engage with truth and 
reality. I’m committed to giving the imitation of the Christ my best shot. 

GSP is and can continue to be a powerful model of the imitation of the 
Christ. As a Vestry member, I will work to cultivate our enactment of genuine Christian values and actions 
and to provide a visible and emulable model for similar organizations. I will seek out, listen to and exploit 
the characteristics and talents of our remarkable congregants to achieve our mandate as Christians and 
compassionate, responsible citizens. 
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Paul Impey 

I was raised in an irreligious household, and it was a long, strange journey 
that brought me to Grace St. Paul’s, but finding this place felt like coming 
home. I came to Christ a stranger, but he welcomed me as a brother, and 
Grace St. Paul’s served as his kind, embracing arms. I sincerely believe that, 
at its best, Grace St. Paul’s is indeed the loving hands of Christ working in 
the world. I pray always to live my life as an offering to God, to love and 
serve as Christ loved and served, and so I offer my time, energy, cognitive 
faculties, labor, and love in pursuit of that goal. Grace St. Paul’s is also to me 
a fountain of spiritual renewal. It has offered me strength and 
encouragement through many times of trial, and I pray to give back so that 
it might continue to do so for others. I am relatively new to the church, but 
I pray that I might learn in order to serve its purpose better. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

 

Dennis Kirchoff 

From an early age I’ve believed that God was near or in hot pursuit. In my 
large Catholic family service of others was expected. I found working with 
dedicated people of varied talents and expertise was very enriching. This 
was especially true for me working as a psychiatric social worker in 
Colorado, after being diagnosed with a mental illness of my own, and, as a 
hospice chaplain in Tucson, after losing my father. But, my greatest vocation 
has been my relationship with Michael, my husband of 28 years. 

After being a disillusioned priest and a pretend heterosexual, finding a 
progressive faith community whose message resonated with and challenged 
me took some time. I found it here at GSP. Here I learned that though many 
resources we have are limited, love is not one of them.  

Being a Spanish lector and chalice bearer has been wonderful. Now that I 
am retired I can do more. Maybe God is after me again…the vestry could be 
the opportunity to give back to the community that has given so much to me. 

 

Betty Rathbone 

I admire the creativity that thrives at GSP. My first endeavor after joining in 
2018 was counseling at the kid’s summer day camp. I had the opportunity 
to work alongside the amazing people in this community while also sharing 
the skills I have for childhood education. Since then I’ve found myself 
thriving in this community and I delight in this opportunity to give back. 

Since joining I have served in several ministries, including as a Sunday school 
teacher and as a member of the choir. The choir has been an amazing home 
for me in which I have met many great people that are now some of my 
closest friends. I also performed in the Spirit Players enactment of The Old 
Testament in 20 Minutes which was an absolute blast. I never expected to 
find an outlet like this for the performing arts and this is where I think GSP 
shines. 
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I recently completed my studies for a ME in mining. I have prepared for collaborative work on a deadline 
and with a budget. This skill set will translate well to service on the vestry. So much happens at GSP and 
I will be dedicated to vestry. 

 

Beatrice Washburn 

I was born in Salt Lake City in 1994. I grew up in the Episcopalian Church, but 
during the trials of my adolescence I fell away from faith and from God 
altogether. When I first came to Tucson, I was a militant atheist, but at the 
suggestion of a dear friend I came in to Grace St. Paul’s. On that first Sunday, 
November 11th, I fell in love with this church and found the connection I’d 
been missing with the divine. Since then I’ve been active with the church’s 
liturgy committee, the social services ministry, all in service of what has 
become the overriding goal in my life; namely, service to God through the 
person of Jesus Christ. I seek to live to redeem the word “Christian” for 
people of my generation, who associate the word with bigotry and hate. I’m 
honoured to be considered for the vestry, and if elected will do my utmost 
to serve the people of Grace St. Paul’s and support the great work of our 
ministries. 

 

Kevan Perry, Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 


